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A Rhetorical Analysis of discourses of ophthalmologists

: How ‘Trachoma’ had come to be constructed as a social problem

HOGETSU Rie

“Trachoma” is a contagion that was recognized as “a national disease” in the modern ages in Japan in the same way
as the tuberculosis or the venereal disease. In the medical and hygienic history, the cause of its infection has been analyzed
from the viewpoint of the residential environment and the economic conditions. There has been no preceding study which
has elucidated the process how trachoma had come to be constructed as “a social problem” by the claims-making activi-
ties of the medical profession.

The purpose of this paper is to examine, from the viewpoint of Social Constructionism, the ophthalmologist’s rhetoric
that were intended to construct trachoma to be an important social problem. The discourses presented here are gathered
from Meiji-Taisho era scientific journals of hygiene and treatises on ophthalmology.

As a result of the analysis, three rhetorics have been clarified: “the rhetoric that hygienic condition means
civilization” , “the rhetoric of emphasizing the danger of the loss of eyesight” , and “the rhetoric of being apprehensive

about the children’s infection” . Besides, each rhetoric has contained the ideology of nationalism.

Key words  trachoma, social constructionism, rhetorical analysis,
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