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A study of Taima Mandala Sho

UENO Mami

The Taima Mandala Sho was written during the Muromachi period by the monk Shoso(1366-1440) as a
commentary on the Taima mandala. This mandala was extensively used as part of proselytizing activities by
monks of the Jodo(Pure Land) sect from the middle ages to the early modern period. Shoso’s commentary is
rich in detail and is an invaluable resource for the study of these activities in their period. The wide range of
sources utilized in the commentary testifies not only to the breadth of Shoso’s scholarship, but also to the
richness of the education available at the monastery in which he received his training.

Utilization of the Taima mandala enabled preaching to be supplemented by visual information, and this
was no doubt effective in bringing new followers into the Jodo sect. Explanations of the mandala did not
focus on what it presented in pictorial form alone, but included discussions of numerous other subjects of
deep interest. It is my contention that the Taima Mandala Sho was compiled to aid in training monks in this

form of proselytization.
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