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Directive Sentences Expressed by Shinaika

SAI Michiko

This paper aims to describe the characteristics of directive sentences using shinaika (negative interrogative
verbal forms). The sentences in which the predicate is shinaika are used as directives in the following
conditions:

1) The verbs are volitional verbs.

2) The tense is non—past.

3) The agent is the addressee, or the speaker and the addressee.
4) Noda, darou, or negative polarity items do not occur.

In those conditions, the sentences in which the predicate is shinaika express modal meanings, such as
“kan’yu”, “meirel’, or “susume’.

The directive force of these sentences arises from asking the hearer if s/he performs the act described.
Consequently the situation in which shinaika can be used is restricted. For example, shinaika is seldom used
for an act the hearer can perform without the speaker’s participation, because it is not obvious whether the
speaker is just asking a question or expecting something from the hearer. On the contrary sentences using
shinaika make it easy to interpret the sentences as directives that the speaker joins or supports, or through -
which s/he allows the act. And, this pragmatical character of directive sentences in which the predicate is

shinaika relates to the meaning of “kan’yu” and “susume”.

Key word: shinaika*directive sentences+negative interrogative verbal forms
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