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A Research on Maruya Tokuzo, a Publishing Company in
Edo during at the end of the Edo Era

TSUCHIY A Momoko

Maruya Tokuzo, a publishing company in Edo during the Bakumatsu (the end of the Edo era), was the publisher
of Suikyokijinden. This book is recognized by Japanese scholars as very important material because it tells much
about two literary groups, the Suikyoren and the Kyoshoren which headed the literary world in Edo at that time.
Ochiai Yoshiiku, a ukiyoe painter, said Maruya Tokuzo was owned by a novelist, Sansantei Arindo. Both
Yoshiiku and Arindo were members of the Suikyoren. 1examined information by Yoshiiku and investigated the
history of Maruya Tokuzo. As a result of the research, I found:its predecessor was a famous publishing
company, Nishimuraya Yohachi; Maruya Genzaburo, a wealthy dried skipjack wholesale dealer, was Maruya
Tokuzo’s father and patronized his son’s company ; Maruya Tokuzo focused on a newly-opened international
city, Yokohama. Although there is not definite evidence of the relationship between Maruya Tokuzo and
Sansantei Arindo, most books written by the Suikyoren group and the Kyoshoren group were produced by
publishers who had some connection with the groups. Therefore there is a good possibility that Maruya

Tokuzo was also operated by a member of the groups.
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