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A Study of Susume in Hatarakikake-bun

SAI Michiko

Hatarakikake-bun is one of the types of sentences which are classified by modal character. It’s mood is that of
making the addressee do something. Susume is a subordinate category of hatarakikake-bun. In distinction from
the other sub-categories, the addressee receives benefit by doing the directed act in susume sentence.

The term susume has been used widely and defined loosely. Therefore the main purpose of this study is to
clarify the character of susume in hatarakikake-bun through an overview of the forms of susume.

Susume can be classified into two types from the perspective of the relationship betweeh meaning and form.
One is ‘advice-type susume’, which takes such forms as [-tahoogaii] [-toii] [-taraii] and so on. The other is ‘offer-
type susume’, which can be manifested as imperative, request ([te-kudasai] for instance), or negative
interrogative verbal form (cf. [-masenka] [-naika] ). ‘

The meaning of the former depends upon morphological and syntactic condition and is used for giving advises.
The meaning of the latter depends upon pragmatic condition and is used for making offers.

It plays a crucial role in determining the occurrence of ‘advice-type susume’ and ‘offer-type susume’ whether or

not the speaker is aware that he is controllable on the addressee’s act.
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