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Gender Gap in the Beneficiaries of Welfare Equipment Provided by the Long-term Care
Insurance System : A Gender Statistics Analysis of Wheelchair Users

Etsuko SAITO
Kaoru TACHI
Kazuyo YAMADA

This study clarifies gender issues of people who receive welfare equipment from the long-term
care Insurance system. We paid closest attention to wheelchair lending, as demand has been
expanding in recent years.

To clarify these gender issues, we used “The Survey of Long-term Care Benefit Expenditures”
by Ministry of Health , Labour and Welfare, however very little data relating to sex was
available. We requested all of the data from the Ministry, which we were entitled to through the
Statistics Law. We calculated the data by sex and put together gender statistics.

Concerning wheelchair distribution, there was a clear difference in the usage rate of men and
women. Through our research, we discovered that women tend to take less advantage of
wheelchair services than men, and this denies them independence and increased mobility. In
addition, the lack of gender perspective in public statistics prevents us from being aware of any

problems with the long term care insurance system.
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