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Effects of the Use of Costumed Characters on Parent-Child Interaction:
Analysis of Non-Participant Observation Data

Masako kuntz ISHII
Rie OKAMURA
Yoshitaka KITAGAWA

Today, various costumed characters are created and used in Japan to revitalize local
communities and to familiarize potential consumers with new products. Although there are a few
studies that examined the impact of animated characters on children, no research exists that
studied the effects of costumed characters on parent-child interactions. Using non-participant
observation data collected in six events held at “child rearing café,” this study examines how
father- and mother-child interactions are affected by the presence of costumed characters. We
found that the presence of costumed characters increased paternal and maternal involvement
with children, and the conversation between children and their parents as well as between
mothers and fathers. Finally, concrete examples of the use of costumed characters are discussed
as the implications of this study.
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