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A Study on the new Perspective of “Life”

Eriko MITSUI

The purpose of this study is to reveal a feature of the word “Seikatsu-Sha”, and how should be
used in the future. “Seikatsu-Sha” means a person who carries out her or his daily life not only as
consumer but also as citizen. More than that, it means a person who has a perspective of any life
style with pursuing her or his own way of life and quality of life. In recent years, we often use
the word in our daily life. In most cases, it means someone’s eye, like a woman or a customer.
However, the meaning of the word is not clear.

To analyze the root of the word, I studied the thought of the pragmatism (jitsu-gaku) that
worked out by Fukuzawa Yukichi and to dig out the popular meanings I analyzed a newspaper
written from 1870 to 2012. Moreover, I analyzed using about 1201 volumes of graduation thesis
written by students of the Department of Social Sciences and Family Studies course in
Ochanomizu University, bringing up their students in accordance with its own educational ideas
containing “Seikatsu-Sha” and the more.

The major results are as follows.

(1) Generally, Fukuzawa is evaluated that he populated learning among the masses. However,
I explained that it is only step to produce the modern "Seikatsu-Sya' and the root of that is just
here.

(2) As a result of media analyses, I found that the eye of “Seikatsu-Sha” could be divided into
siX meanings.

(3) The more a life field expands, the more “Seikatsu-Sha” is diversified, and their eye is not
enough to think as "whose eye" only.

These results imply that the eye of “Seikatsu-Sha” originally is not to demand wealthy life from
someone but to examine the quality of oneself as the consumer and citizen. However, as a result
of improper use of the word, such as to protect one’'s own interests, people are disappointed. In
the future, it will be required to give an eye to various sides of life. We will have to have both
macro sense and micro sense to observe and inspect own life objectively.






