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Influence of Gender Ideology on Married Women’s Labor supply :
A Comparative Analysis of Four Countries

Mana Yamaya

I examine how gender ideology is associated with the levels of women’s participation in
work in Japan, the United States, France and Sweden. The 2005 international comparative
survey on fertility decline by the Cabinet Office, Government of Japan was utilized. After
controlling for age, wife’s education, husband’s education and age of the youngest child,
wife’s gender role ideology is found to be related to the negative attitudes toward labor
force participation in the four countries. After controlling for the above variables along
with wife’s gender role ideology, the age of the young child is found to be related to lower
levels of women’s participation of work only in Japan and the United States. Implications
of these findings are discussed in light of attention to developing ways to encourage
Japanese female to balance their careers and child-rearing.





