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An overview of studies into the acquisition of demonstratives in .2 Japanese
—The case of non-deictic demonstratives —

Sun Aywei

Abstract

It is known that leaming Japanese non-deictic demonstratives is difficult for second language acquisition and
various studies have been accomplished. In order to provide directions for future research and suggestions to Japanese
education, this paper reviews the studies in this area,

At the beginning, before reviewing tie acquisition of Japanese non-deictic demonstratives, this paper overviewed
studies on the definitions, meanings and frameworks of Japanese non-deictic demonstratives, since its definitions,
meanings and frameworks are varied with researchers. The results of the studies indicate that meanings and rules of
Japanese non-deictic demonstratives are very complicated; not only the speaker but also the listener and many other
elements need to be considered.

Secondly, an overview of studies on the acquisition of Japanese non-deictic demonstratives was conducted. It
showed that the acquisition of Japanese non-deictic demonstratives advances as Japanese ability becomes stronger.
However, the errors of “so” and “a” are still observed even if Japanese ability improves, which means the acquisition of
“so” and “a” is extremely difficult.

The factors which suggest affecting the acquisition of Japanese non-deictic demonstratives were also evaluated. The
phenomenon in the difficulty of learning “so” and “a” was often considered as L1 influence. However, this paper
showed that the phenomenon arose in students with different L1 which indicated that the difficulty of learning “so” and
“@” was a common phenomenon in second language acquisition. From the results of this study, learning Japanese non-
deictic demonstratives is a more complicated, multi-factor process including factors as L1, age, Japanese proficiency,
and study environment. This paper also found out many problems in the collection of data and analysis. It is hoped that
future research can collect and analysize data more carefully.

Lastly, this paper provided future directions as the comparison between L1 and L2, the influence of the study
environment, the influence of the classrocm instruction and the viewpoint of students.

[Keywords] the acquisition of non-deictic demonstratives, collection of data, Japanese proficiency, Ll influence,
study environment

(Department of Applied Japanese Linguistics, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)
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