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An overview of studies in Japanese demonstratives
—Focusing on contrastive analysis—

SHAN Na

Abstract

According to dated researches, it is known that the appropriate use of Japanese demonstratives is difficult for
learners of the Japanese language. This paper will review researches in Japanese demonstratives focusing mainly on
contrastive analysis. Studies of demonstratives in Japanese with English, Japanese with Chinese, Japanese with Korean
as well as Japanese with Thai will be analyzed. The aim of this paper is to point out the positioning and features of
Japanese demonstratives according to the comparative analysis. The result is applied to the acquisition research on the
demonstrative. For this purpose, first, I will present the problem in acquisition study of Japanese demonstratives, then
propose the basic definitions of demonstratives related to this paper. Secondly, I will review the contrastive studies to the
instruction system based on linguistic theories (Japanese linguistics) accordingly. Finally, I will illustrate the universality
and individuality as seen in factors of using proper Japanese demonstratives and describe how the findings obtained
from the contrastive studies are related to the acquisition research.

[Keywords] deixis, anaphora, factors of using proper demonstratives, universality, individuality
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