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The acquisition of noun modifying structures in Japanese
— The overuse and omission of the particle “no” —

TAKAHASHI Orie

Abstract

The phenomenon in which Japanese learners overuse the particle “no” between an adjective or a verb and
a noun as in “*omoshiroi no sensei” (= an interesting teacher) -though the “no” is ungrammatical- is often
considered as a language transfer of Chinese learners of Japanese as a second language (L2). However, the
phenomenon also arises in the utterances of both children acquiring Japanese as a first language (L1) and non-
Chinese L2 learners as well.

The following paper will provide an overview of the studies on acquisition of Japanese noun modifying
structure of L1 and L2 learners with diverse backgrounds. Items for discussion will include the similarity of its
acquisition order between L1 and 1.2 learners, and the overgeneralization of “no” as a developmental error that
occurs naturally in language development. Following these analyses, the paper will examine L2 acquisition of
Japanese noun modification, a more complicated, multi-factor process than usually realized, with elements
such as L1, age, and learning environment of learners playing vital roles. This examination proposes that those
factors may prove especially significant with respect to the time it takes for the incorrect usage of 'no’ to fade
away. Finally, the paper will explicate necessary areas for future research in this area.

[Keywords] noun modifying structures, overuse of “no”, omission of “no”, language transfer, developmental

process,
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