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A review of research into the acquisition of giving/receiving verbs in L2 Japanese
—Explaining the acquisition order—

YUN HEEJUNG

Abstract

The acquisition order of giving/receiving verbs (-te)ageru, (-te)kureru and (-te)morau for Japanese learners (adult)
are variable(Sakamoto, 2000). This paper reviews the literature which investigated these variables with the aim to pro-
viding directions for further research in this area. After a description of the use of giving/ receiving verbs in Japanese,
the research results of the acquisition processes of these verbs are summarized into oral results, written results, fill in the
blank elicitation results, and picture elicitation results. Then factors identified in this research are explained in terms of
their influence on the acquisition order. Finally, a proposal is given for the mechanism of the acquisition of Japanese
giving/ receiving verbs and future directions for research are suggested.

[Keywords] Japanese giving /receiving verbs, Japanese learners (adult), —acquisition order, investigation data
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