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Abstract

In recent years, the number of foreign business people using Japanese for business in Japan, as well as using
Japanese for business in foreign countries, has steadily increased. In addition, business society and the Japanese
economy have also changed dramatically. As a result new approaches are required in order to teach Japanese language
to non-Japanese people. The following study is a summarization and categorization of research concerning business
communication in Japanese.

In this study, I assume that there have been four major foci in research conducted on Japanese business
communication up until this point: (1) studies about business activities, (2) studies about business interaction, (3) studies
and practical applications about Japanese language leaming, and (4) suggestions and recommendations. At present, the
studies that fall into these four foci are limited. By means of an overview, I show what kinds of new studies are urgently
needed and suggest the emergence of an era called “cultural co-existence”.

[keywords] business communication, Japanese language teaching, business people, cultural co-existence, review
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