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An overview of studies in Japanese demonstratives ko so a and their L2
acquisition

MORIZUKA Chie

Abstract

This paper extensively reviews research in Japanese demonstratives in both linguistics and second

language acquisition.

It has been shown that learners of Japanese as a second/foreign language, including

advanced learners, find it difficult to understand clearly the distinction among ko so and a, even when
introduced at the very beginning. This paper focuses on the distinction between ko so and a and aims to

discuss the descriptive methodology of learners’ language output.

One of the conclusions of the paper will

be that although much has been learned from linguistic studies to date, those findings should be integrated into

a fuller explanation of language acquisition.

[Keywords] Japanese demonstratives ko so a, deixis,

anaphora,

deictic reference, anaphoric reference
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