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Learning the meaning and usage of Kanji compound words:
A review of Japanese Kanji compound words as acquired by native Chinese speakers

CHEN Yumin

Abstract

In recent years Japanese as a second language has become a popular field of research. The learning of Japanese
Kanji compound words by native speakers of Chinese started with comparison based analysis. Advances in the field
led to the focus on commonly misused phrases. Eventually a balanced combination of these two areas supported a
curriculum for more rapid attainment. To date studies have proved that Chinese speakers are greatly influenced by their
native language, while learning Japanese kanji compound words. Current studies have only just begun to inspect the
various influences of the native language.

The purpose of this study is to review and understand the meaning and the usage of Japanese kanji compounds
words as acquired by native Chinese speakers. Other themes include related contributing factors in learning a second
language. In addition, the problems and limitation with previous studies are uncovered. Finally, suggestions are made for
possible future directions of study on the topic to keep the acquisition of Kanji moving forward.

[Keywords] second language acquisition, Kanji compound word, L1 transfer, verification
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