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Similarly, the term ‘foreigner talk’® in my

interpretation referred to gthe particular register used

primarily to address foreigners i.e, people who do not

have full native competence(or possibly any competence
at all) in one’s language. Like ‘baby talk’ the new term
was ambiguous, suggesting also gthe kind of language
used in secondary and displaced functions : it may be

used to report the speech of foreigners or to represent an

aberrant variety of speech. (Ferguson 1981 : 10)
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VEOR, BERELLRBINA VT Y MR
TADLERE, i+l LRBES ATy PR
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3. BXREDOI+ ) F— "+ F—UWR
31 RI—=52 ) TXAOWRE
AAZECBITI D7+ VI — b—0 OFEIRAS
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Japanese foreigner talk research
— Where did it come from? What has it yet to accomplish? —

TOKUNAGA Akane

Abstract

Although “foreigner talk’ was examined and classified by Ferguson in the late 1960’s, as one of the many registers
used by a native speaker, its use and simplification has been gaining attention as an ‘optimal input” for second language
learners. The idea of “foreigner talk’ being an ‘optimal input’ for second language learners first appeared in the
Interactionalist Learning Theories of the late 1970s and 1980s. Because of the influence of these theories and research,
Japanese “foreigner talk’, which was first examined by Skoutarides in 1981, hasn’t been focused on as a register, but as a
practical means of instruction for learners of Japanese.

In this article, I will review and use Ferguson’s early studies of register, as a starting point to re-examine Japanese
“foreigner talk’ research. I’ll then review various ‘foreigner talk’ research which has come after Ferguson’s work. Finally,
I will look at how Japanese ‘foreigner talk’ differs from the other registers used by native Japanese speakers.

[Keywords} foreigner talk, Ferguson’s studies, register, Japanese native speakers
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