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Overview of historical studies on Japanese language education in Korea

KAWASAKI Toshiko

Abstract

Objectives of this paper are to examine the implications from earlier writings on Japanese language
education in Korea. Writings focusing on Japanese language education from the end of 19th century until the
present are reviewed. These are classified into three periods based on the objective of their analysis: the end of
Lee dynasty (end of the 19th century through 1910), the period under the rule of Japanese (1910 to 1945), and
the period following independence from Japanese rule (1945 to the present). Firs, the writings are summarized
on the basis of the focus of their analysis. Language policies, institutions of Japanese language education,
learners, teachers and education materials are items of discussion. Following this significance of a focus on
each item and the approach appropriate to historical study of Japanese language education are discussed.
Presumably historical studies of Japanese language education can provide many ideas in giving future
direction to Japanese language education. For this reason, the importance of both macroscopic and microscopic
views is proposed. Though it is very important to take into account political and economic factors because they
can determine the concept of Japanese language education externally, at the same time a focus on teachers and
learners, on the individual’s experience of education provides many useful implications. Furthermore, the
potential for cross-cultural contact accompanying Japanese language education is discussed. In understanding
what Japanese language education means to and brings about for learners, the significance of study from the
recipient perspective is examined.

[ Keywords] language/education policy, leaner, Japanese instructor, teaching materials, cross-cultural contact,
change in perception
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