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And the aftertaste of love,
Endless

As my life

On this melting frame of earth
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Infinite air,

The morning thick like milk,
Sweet matter......

Salt, dust of the sea,

My tongue received

A kiss of the night sea

From you......

Earth, my earth......
So beautiful even angels came down
To bathe in your clear waters.

Now you are gone, yet I have come
For this is all that I have left of you.

My sorrow is so wide

[ can not see across it;

And so deep I shall never
Reach the bottom of it.

In the heart’s thicket we travel across

A summer of tigers.
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And before the End,
There were many ends,
For each time a human being died,

A world was lost.

[ was the starving child,
Belly distended,

Bones like thread,

Who died in her mother’s arms.
I was the man weeping blood

Who let himself be stretched on the rack
And roasted alive for love of God.

I was the mother lost in childbirth

Whose soul ascended the clouds like a bird,

A pillar of smoke for a shroud.

FLTED—A—ANC, BoEEUCTEZIRS X
SICHZBDTHS .

Come down to be born again, my sister!

Give me your hand from the flames, my brother!
Cleave your bodies to mine like magnets!

Flow into my veins, into my mouth!

Speak through my words and through my blood!

T T T, T &ic Come down to be born again,
my sister!] TIE LU XD [Tam the End] THD %
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I am stone; dark stone.
[ am air; bright air.

[ am the Beginning,
And I am the End.

[ am the End.
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Now the Earth is turning and turning with it,
I shall dance.

Watch me now, and remember the world!
Watch me with tears,

Watch me with joy!
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And as she danced,

The flames thinned and fell away,
Gossamer clouds with tails of fire
Spiralled slowly through space.
Here and there blue and violet gases
Gleamed in the light of distant stars
Then disappeared,

Like foam upon the midnight sea.
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From far across the River of Heaven,
I hear the plovers’ faint, cold cry ——
Or is it only the endless echo

Of the Great Beginning?
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Earth’s atoms drifted through space,

Carrying fragments of memory into the darkness.
“And I shall go too, I shall go with them,”

She said, and stepped out into the Galaxy.

She mingled with the swirling clouds and
disappeared.

Mingling with the swirling clouds, she
disappeared.

MFHAS 2 1960 ERD SHIZELIZ Uz
A, R SHIBOAEE . HaK & BED TR
DIERANDIEROBIC -T2, HOOMEER KD
KRBT 270, WiDOANDIEMNLEEL A
A=V BONE, FRICEDZ LN 8F Ry
7 A HBRICHE D > fzo Drifting Fires % Asian
Theatre Journal &\ 5 “ZiNiMEFEICFHERE U T2 K,
5 M & NI RO H B2 IS 3 RTHEF TB WY
DT, BRAH Z5H5;EIBMUTHEEZVS,
C T Tld Asian Theatre Journal IZFBHE LT
FORTROWL D ZFHAL, £7=ZOBiEFIC 4
WZ ez UMImA %,

%% D3 D D S B For each time a
human being died, A world was lost & % D&
AZYHDOHZTHY. 1 was the starving child,
Belly distended, Bones like thread, Who died in
her mother’s arms (&, €7 7 Z#ROEHFDE
HM 53K TV 3, [ was the man weeping blood

Who let himself be stretched on the rack And
roasted alive for love of God Tid, AXA D
52 i 75 [ 2 B§ 7R LU 7z, 1 was the mother lost in
childbirth Whose soul ascended the clouds like a
bird, A pillar of smoke for a shroud &5 D,
ANREDTEICDWT ORI ( [7554#) 2:210)
h IDEAVDED BTRFICATZAOKHENEED
JKCEDEILEWE LTI SDA A=V TH 3,
%45 D% 5 D& 5T And 1 shall go too, I shall go
with them, She said, and stepped out into the
Galaxy D7 ZH Wz Re, FAOFEOHT, ¥ F
DAA=VF TE5ANHTHB T LERDIZFE
TS/ RB LU < ENWVIREHDRZ Al Olieb 5
STREFRE] L0 S ERYERER TRICD 5 TFE
Tl DEVELELADEE > e A=V LERD
Aol

¥ 7z, The River of Heaven (3 HAZED [KD)I|]
DERTH %, HiHTIEEE Milky Way £ 5
AN, HATHERLUZEHZ, CTTREZO M3
EAHEL 224 O TRODRKED DT IELD
BOFEZATRBLED ] ONREZ—=2 b A A—
VRBOENETHD, BZORTRIINEL %
TROBEEICAEN TS ADLOEDKC X
BEIIC, ZEROMT I MNEL 2N THEFICH
EVEHTOENOEEZEIEAS, Thid, £
REEDDIBZFHOBEDDETEHA I D,

=AM S, FAE T OMMPRERERIZ T TIdEL,
WAWAEDERTHE BN ERLEATR, TD
Tz 8. Asian Theatre Journal X1 1E. BED
PSR E Lic, BAED OOz
BENEERE H e &Iz Tz, ZD—
I ETHIALZY T (ME) OEBTHBH.
L5 —D2i. ¥YTLIF (FHOKA) OBBRT
HB, LT, ZHITODVTRRS,

T+ LT DR

49



Vy o= NAFY L WEOHEE MER)

Drifting Fires ClREBEERERIIREZDE D—
— VT RBENDREN SRS H5—TH 5,
d e & [\ U X 5 1 Drifting Fires /@ B\ T &,
ZOERET F OMBEMEEEIC K > TATREL 7
%, LALZDEKTOTFOEEENS AT,
KEZOTFHZEFNE L IIELZETH S,
THIES T ehRV, TFOBRENIKE S, ¥
TICFELIZ0E- 2D T 25 k&8s L. %
LTI TDENLDEEZ#S T LICREN S,

T/ IFOEBEA—Y Ry VAT aA R
TR DHTIC BT % BEFEM O HROBE RO
TUIHS N TH B, ¥ TICKBHEDTOYEEDORK
Mz EeS L BRI, BHomicsIs o U<
T4y 7 (DSR2 1) HREO RO
6% %, TLTYFIE, TOEFEZERMC, aX
VIREMATICZT EBDIEH, THUTIHFRD
T LHTOBMARZIHL, BEENBTEHOD
BoEETEOL S IC/E> T, #HEHHTRVHT
DHEHLKOH T, BEATHOFEZRFRTES
K MLMFBD LK TH B,

LA LT F MR OmEHICHBNT, TD
R oOZEEDOEIC, FHEOFEBENEBATVS,
HBHVBEBATVERNETH S, TOEEIER. H
ME X FRICEBHI NI LWA, NI IZTERE
oM TH-> T, WMEOLOFENATAS LITD
BV EDIRBZFEMRZEN G TEAELRW,

TN S DOBISx Drifting Fires T % &,
TTTORIIEIRA L MEOBFRD, S
BAF I w7 A—BEVICHT BEENNDIC
EELTWD R E—ICETZDOTIZRL, M
ENELEFOBE LD G S NIELICET
B, EVWHITLEHHENTH D, TOEKRTID
TEfiE, ZLOBLJEEEFRTL, FEWVS &0
FENTHD. HIBHEEYTYXLEDEED
Ik ENzREHICE D,

KEBFDOELIEEIC BT, TFOVTICHT S
HiFE, VFENMETHD., EHROWMETH S
T ehBHEKRT B, UL Drifting Fires D%

50

RADEANDFEIEOHEBIEZNZEHS M TR
Vo LA ULXTICTOERMNZ, MBS LEED
BH., TibBEEDELANEED—DThHh 5 X
EEELEDICHCD T ENTES, RAETFH
DFER 3T > TEBO . FIHERD AT
DEMZ =B TWND, HIZEDHHIERD
DISERITHE LTz Db DT/ TH AN ZE
Al HB1EHAI, TEbL, WIKASD
HADEHD L T ANFNTZOMEFINT, T
B OMTEAORBRIE, FHNIHESO R 2L 2T
DT TR, EOIEBRICEHRT 200 &5
Nz, UL, CORREMEZ R T &,
RN/ MEOBBRIGERZ I HZEL T LIk
%o MAELHEANMBETHH0EFNETNEVS
AIEEMEE. BIRAER L TRRRMANT. ®icx-
TRWELTRLEHTKR I IEE, MhiR_Eh
RFNIESEV, RALWMEOMIIE., C&id
DOINCTFET . BRZ, ULH LAREERICEEN
EOREND DR UMD S X DI, HFTIRD TEZ
fefs) oFRESFTICEVZE S, TRHThIX
£ 0, METRIIEZZNET] THb,
foic, Fhld T Oz BiE B B X B EEORE
iR T ISHEo TIE- 1o b, RIRHC £ TRz & S 1T,
COMPMuDOBEEERT EEE NS T L RRFL
TV, iz, SEOMTIE. LTHIALKEELS
I, TEIERECRROMFEED S XREZHEIC
B0, HOOSEL#MO Rz, HEDO THH
RANTHB LI, SELMFCENEREDH S
Nt 2.5y Fl



FHAYBEN L > 2 - ER H9 5

August 21, 1985
Expo Hall
The International
| P i Expasition, Tarkuba, Jupan,
- - biorimarmce:
——— of . .
= e s nen T
- WEME Dri /{ a4 o — By e
o ; fopesmmratie
Fires ; nea Yoy
o ama wul s s e o i of e
- i ek P by s s
i CHMAN i by
AR WULB Jostion BERCHMAL LS <3 Thw Awiatie Sorkesy of Ingen &
. Richard EMMERT SR AL e
o mn pomeerld arene P
o aaw UMERAKA Naohiko wazm et
% s ; o v
M e Bt 6 Mot o e
—wen S iy SHIGEVANA Ak . Nk o s
N d omtagorsr e
o XRRE g U MERAKA Naohiko .
o ARTERS v N . et 0 e
- d st WS
oo 0 bt I
e = s T i
T Py P KONl Y
xRS Kttt dr ~OKURA Gosilrs = - v Ttond Sambark, 4,
. e (. n .
P Cratinds *
ik ERRBARESRUARE i P il e
MhnoR- B ek in the wpeiog of 988
e A LRERR R e e
e U0 R EER T u;
T —— g ei-SATITO Koo
- RIS g g - IKARTYAMA Takavaou
M ——— omenl- AR A Do
. e AR By
pe— P AT okt
v aam oS o

K2 707354 (OKIEAE - £ER

3 T4 EEE (OKREAR) - BR 'R

4 HIER A& NHETR, ARHW, UFr—F-IX—b,
AT74—07 - d—3— (OKIEHD - B¥ EFF

R

5 BFH ALY ZBITARR ABIEZE KERZER.
—rgEl (OCREE) - & EFE

6 ®Y7 HEEEEZ (DA

B B

TN

51



V¥ o=V A FIV

|

7 mY7 EEEE (OJEAE)
R BAE

= B

Ivan Morris, ed. Madly Singing in the Mountains:
An Appreciation and Anthology of Arthur Waley,
Harper Torchbooks ( Harper and Row ), 1972, 310-
311. (Waley, Arthur. 7/e Noh Plays of Japan. Allen and
Unwin, London, 1921 1c:5H %, )

2 Kanze Kojiro Nobumitsu, The Priest and the Willow
(Yugyo Yanagi), translated by Janine Beichman, in
Donald Keene, editor (with the assistance of Royall
Tyler), Twenty Plays of the No Theatre, Columbia
University Press, New York and London, 1970, 219-
236.

3 EAJIISPECEE Drifting Fires (7248 ) ZBITITH A
#5304, 1986 4 12 H , 94.

4 BHEMT TER) ANUELE  FEREEAME (ki — D
R - AR TREMhER—) HAGY BOC 22424 33, /NER
1973 4%, 308.

5 RREMMEGES ZLTES NI F 0o MER)
Z % | TRERE X A LN A5 4035, 19854E 10 1 H, 6.

6  Janine Beichman, Drifting Fires: An American N6.
Asilan Theatre Journal 3 : 2, Fall, 1986, 247-250.

7 BUHEEEEE TR RS LT BAH IS
KR 41 - 428, GHEFEE, 1960 4. HFRIE Hoff,
Frank, and Willi Flindt, 7he Life Structure of No. An
English Version of Yokomichi Mario’s Analysis of the
Structure of Noh, Tokyo, Concerned Theatre Japan,

1973.

52

LEOHTIERE (38

K8 &Yy HEEEZ (DJFAE)
- mR BEFE

BEX

Beichman, Janine. Ritual and Theater in N6. Research
Report of University of Library and Information Science
/ RIERRSHORCA RS . 2 0 1, 198346 H , 55-71.

. Drifting Fires: An English N6 and its
context. Nitobe-Ohira Memorial Conference in Japanese
Studres, University of British Columbia, May, 1984.

. ‘Drifting Fires-An English Noh Play-.
Look Japan, November 10, 1985, 6-7.

. Noh in English: Encounters Far and
Near. Japan Quarterly, 33 (1), January-March 1986, 88-
92.

. Drifting Fires: An American No. Asian
Theatre Journal. 3 : 2, Fall, 1986, 233-259.

. Drifting Fires: An American No,
Translated by Ooka Makoto %, ¥ ¥ =—2/ « )NA F
X2 AE KRR - R NRANY T TREOY v R AL
Mo AEH 13, EHE, 1987, 189-225.

AbEsk TN - 7o 3GHT & 25 ERE) | THARR TS
1 1986 49 A 22 HEHH].

B THSCHE Drifting Fires (1E48) 28T FHA
8304, 1986 4 12 H , 94-96.

Hoff, Frank, and Flindt, Willi. 7he Life Structure of No:
An English Version of Yokomichi Mario's Analysis of
the Structure of Noh. Tokyo, Concerned Theatre Japan,
1973.

Fy D=2 e RAFT THEIZE T X TEMBED) [



HEAAEHEMI L XA —HRER FH9S

51:7,19834 7 H , 134-142.

M ZERFDRFEHERE ] THARE

PR 1984 4212 A 21 H#IH, 32 1.

MREICEE 5Tl M b 58
898 5, 1986 4 12 A , 18-20.

Kanze Kojiré Nobumitsu, The Priest and the Willow
(Yugyo Yanagi), translated by Janine Beichman. In
Donald Keene, editor (with the assistance of Royall
Tyler) , Twenty Plays of the No Theatre. Columbia
University Press, New York and London, 1970, 219-
236.

NHBEF TEEOMES 17—-HAL “ HRGWOEG”
HAALD HAANS LWAHEA L MHEIGHTRD 55 934 5,
1985 i (A HAH ).

INITABRERGE  TaBARE) FrEAEICCERR T, &
eI |, 1990 4F .

EHERRE MEEEP—Z03—MRALL OO Y
Ty Z—V A FRVEA (MTE) 1 TEL B 156 %,
198547 A .

SEMT TER) MUBAE | EREEALE k(e — BB
TE - iR TREdRE—) HACHBCCA 2 33, /NVEE
1973 4.

Martin, Maureen A. Student stages Japanese-style play.
Tampa Tribune, Sunday, March, 1992 ( HAH ).

Morris, Ivan, ed. Madly Singing in the Mountains: An
Appreciation and Anthology of Arthur Waley.

DRIFTING FIRES
AN AMERICAN NO
By Janine BEICHMAN
Translated by OOKA Makoto
PERSONS

DOER : The GHOST of the Last Human Being
(appears as WOMAN in Act One, in true form in Act
Two)

SIDEMAN : A TRAVELLER from the Veil Nebula

SIDEMAN'S COMPANIONS (up to three)

INTERLUDE PLAYER : A SERVANT of the Master of the
Universe.

CHORUS ( six to eight members )

Four MUSICIANS (n6 flute, small hip drum, large shoulder
drum, stick drum )

Two STAGE ASSISTANTS

PLACE : The remains of the planet Earth

TIME : Sometime after the end of the world
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The Japan Times, August 13, 1985, 10.
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The shrill sounds of the no flute coming from
backstage announce the drama's beginning. The narrow
five-colored curtain at the far end of the Bridge is raised
and the MUSICIANS, excepting the stick drummer,
enter along the inner edge of the Bridge. Then the
CHORUS and STAGE ASSISTANTS enter from the Side
Door. To the Prelude Music, the five-colored curtain
rises once more and the SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS,
unmasked and simply dressed, enter slowly across the
Bridge, go to center stage, and facing each other, sing.

[ Prelude Song ]

SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS :
The afterlight of creation, invisible to the eye,
Thea fterlight of creation, invisible to the eye,
Still sounds throughout the Universe.

[ Refrain ]

CHORUS :
The afterlight of creation, invisible to the eye,
Still sounds throughout the Universe.

( SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS walk slowly forward
and face the audience. )

[ Self -Introduction ]
SIDEMAN :

We come from the Veil Nebula in the Milky Way
Galaxy. For millions of years we have searched the
Galaxy and beyond for signs of other life, but have
found nothing. Recently, however. we have discovered
that life once existed on Earth, a planet of the long lost
Solar System. So we are about to transform ourselves
into light and depart for Earth's remains.

( SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS face each other. )

[ Travel Song ]

SIDEMAN and COMP ANIONS :
Breathing in the light of a million stars,
Breathing in the light of a million stars,
Light-eaters of the skies, we turn to rainbows,
Rivers coursing through the veins of infinity.

( SIDEMAN faces front, takes a few steps forward, and
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then returns to his original position as the passage
ends, signifying their arrival on Earth. )

In and out of years, past worlds

Muffled in the hiss of falling stars,

Back and up, out and down,

We ride the back of turtle time

Until it brings us to foreign shores,

The ruins of an ancient world.

Here drifting fires slowly bob on darkness

Like beacons cast out upon the sea by a shipwrecked
race.

These are the flames that once were Earth,

These are the flames that once were Earth.

[ Arrival Lines ]
SIDEMAN :
With the speed of light, we have arrived at the
remains of Earth but find only flames. Let's return to
our usual form and take a rest before looking around.

( SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS kneel on one knee beside
the downstage lift pillar, in front of the CHORUS,
facing the bridge. )

724

( DOER enters over the Bridge, wearing the fukai mask
of a grieving middle-aged woman and a costume of red,
gold, and orange brocade. She stops at the First Pine,
facing the stage. )

[ Recitative ]

DOER :
Choked by the heat of the Sun,
The Earth has become a flame
Within darkness,
Hell suspended in the void.

( Moves onto the stage and turns slightly stage front.)

O Sun! You warmed our days,
The Moon and the stars
Brightened our nights.

Now they are gone,

All gone.

Fire, only fire,

Only you are mine......

And the aftertaste of love,
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(Turns stage front )

[ Low-Pitched song ]
Endless
As my life
On this melting frame of earth.

[ High-Pitched Song ]
I do not want to see it ! I do not want to see it !
Tell the night to come.
I do not want to see the flames, Earth's blood !
I walk alone
In the black light full of tears,
Trailing memories and fallen stars.

( Goes to center stage )

O world that I once loved,
Dying, dead,

Before my eyes,

Dying, dead,

Before my eyes !

(IROE DANCE )
= 3 ===
( SIDEMAN approaches DOER. )

[ Spoken Dialogue ]
SIDEMAN :
I see something move among the flames. Can it be
alive ?
(To DOER : ) We are travellers from the Veil Nebula,
come in search of the remains of Earth.

( DOER slowly pivots to face him, and stares in
silence. )

What form of life are you ?

DOER :
Earth..... How can you know of Earth ?

SIDEMAN :
We have studied it from afar. To find you here
astounded us, for we thought Earth's creatures were all
extinct.
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DOER :
The Earth is dead. Go back to where you came from.

SIDEMAN :
We can not. We must study Earth in order to
understand ourselves. We are part of the same
Universe.

DOER :
If you are, then speak to me of its beginnings.

SIDEMAN :
It began we know not when, and so we say, “ Out of
Nothing " and “ At the moment of Creation, that first,
mysterious happening, forever repeated, forever lost in
time. "

DOER :

And the stars and galaxies ?

[ Shared Sung Dialogue ]
SIDEMAN :

When seething clouds of fire and ice,
Spurting outwards from the Source,
Like blazing eyes to light the dark,
Surged and eddied across the skies

DOER :

And as they aged, grew dense and
Rooted, rounded

SIDEMAN :

Into galaxies and stars
That hung upon the darkness of the void

DOER :

Like jewels upon the cheek of night

SIDEMAN :

And lived, then died

DOER :

And dying, came new galaxies

SIDEMAN :

And stars of which
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DOER :
Our Sun was

DOER and SIDEMAN :
One :

( They take a step toward each other. )

[ High-Pitched Song ]
CHORUS :
A great blind bird,
Grown from the ruins of a burnt-out star.
Caught and cradled
In a thick web of gases floating in space,
Its light streamed across the skies
Like angels' hair upon the wind,
A sight too beautiful to be borne,
Too beautiful to be borne.

SIDEMAN :

Please tell me how your people came to be and how

they ended.

74*

(DOER goes to center stage, and kneels on one knee. )

[ Turning Song ]
DOER :
For countless eternities

CHORUS :
A halo of icy crystals and shimmering stones
Circled the Sun.

[ Recitative ]

CHORUS :
From it Earth and the other planets formed,
Then life emerged from the seas and finally
The crown, the blossom of all,

DOER :
The first human being,

[ Melodic Song ]

CHORUS :
Carved out of eternal matter
And the light of vanished stars,
In the morning thick like milk
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Looked up at the sky
With wondering eyes, and with naked foot
Walked the Earth and found it good.

We were twins to Sun and Earth,
Children to the beginning of time.
The light and matter born

At the moment of Creation
Metamorphized from world to world
And became our flesh and bones.
We were born with the memory

Of worlds unknown.

Then billions of years passed and the Sun,
Like any star, began to die.

It swelled in the skies,

A ball of fire ready to burst and bury the world.
The seas boiled over, streets were slippery
With the cries of victims and madmen.

DOER :
We knew the earth would be choked in fire
And become a flaming hell.

CHORUS :
The Earth's glass dome split and shattered
And burning air poured in.
Those who could, fled,
But most were lost.
For centuries the sky was a forest of bones
And after only fire and ash.
Except for one old woman, beyond age,
Beyond fear, who stayed behind
To keep a pact with the Earth,
With the Sun, with the stars.

_5_

[ Sung Dialogue ]
DOER :
Walking alone
In the afternoon full of fire and death,

CHORUS :
Dragging the soil and its roots,
A sleeping cadaver,

DOER :
I disappeared
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Into the flames

CHORUS :
Carrying the memory of the world.
“ I was the last human being, " she said,
And melted into the drifting flames.

( DOER slowly exits over the bridge, leaving SIDEMAN

and COMPANIONS on stage. )
INTERLUDE
(Interlude Player enters along the Bridge, )

INTERLUDE PLAYER :

I serve the Master of the Universe. Travelling
ceaselessly around the Galaxies, I record the births and
deaths of worlds. According to my records, the planet
Earth dissolved uncountable ages ago, but just now, as I
was passing by its ruins, the fragrance of tears came to
me, mingled with the drifting flames. Since all life on
Earth should be gone by now, I thought it strange and
have come here to seek the cause.

How pleasant to gaze on these lovely flames !

What ! There is someone else here, too. I have not
seen you before. Who might you be and from where
have you come?

SIDEMAN :

We are travellers from the Veil Nebula, come in seach

of the remains of Earth. And who are you ?

I. PLAYER :
I serve the Master of the Universe. Travelling
ceaselessly among the Galaxies, I record the births and
deaths of worlds.

SIDEMAN :
Then there is something I would like to ask you.
Would you please come closer ?

I. PLAYER :
Yes, certainly. ( Goes to center stage, sits down. )
What would you like to know ?

SIDEMAN :
How did Earth begin and how did it end ? And when
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it ended what happened to the beings who lived here ?

|. PLAYER :

You ask an unexpected question !

It happened very long ago and I no longer remember
the details. But when you have come all the way from
the Veil Nebula it would be unkind to say [ know
nothing about it, so I will at least tell you the story as
far as 1 remember it.

SIDEMAN :

Please do so.

I. PLAYER :

Long, long ago, there was an old star called the
Sun. For countless eternities a halo of icy crystals and
shimmering stones encircled it, then finally took shape
as the planets of the Solar System : Pluto, Neptune,
Uranus, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury—and
this one, Earth. Earth grew a covering, of plants and
trees and rocks. Water and air filled its empty spaces.
Then the creatures of sea and land came to fill the
water and the air and to move among the plants and the
trees and the rocks. Of all Earth's creatures, human
beings were the last to emerge, but soon they ruled all
the rest.

That was Earth's beginning. As for its end : It came
with that of the Sun. After billions of years, the Sun
began to grow hotter. It swelled with fire. Little by little,
it closed in on Earth. And Earth, helpless to change its
orbit, grew hotter and hotter. Finally, Earth could fend
off no longer the Sun's fiery embrace, and it burst into
flames. These ( gestures.) are the remnant of that
terrible last conflagration.

As for Earth's creatures, we think that they all must
have died then, but we have never known for sure. In
the flux and shifting of matter in the Universe, even I
can not know everything.

SIDEMAN

Thank you very much. It is a most interesting story.
But may I ask you one more question ?

As we were resting after our long journey here, a
strange creature emerged from the flames, singing
sadly to itself. Since we knew Earth ended long ago, we
were astonished. When we approached the creature, it
did not answer at first. But when we spoke of Earth,
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the creature seemed to come alive and told us the story
of Earth and the human race, just as you have. Then

it suddenly confessed it was the ghost of the last human

being and disappeared into the drifting flames. What
can this mean ?

I.PLAYER :
You have seen a miracle !

Now [ see why the fragrance of tears filled the flames.

The spirit of the last human being still lingers here in
sorrow. She must have been overjoyed that someone
came all the way from the Veil Nebula, and when she
heard you speak of Earth, it brought back memories.
She wished to tell you about the ancient things that
filled her heart and so she took the shape of a ghost. If
you wait, I think you will witness another miracle.

SIDEMAN :
[ understand now. We will stay here and wait for her
to appear again. Thank you very much for your help.

. PLAYER :
Not at all. I must be off now. If I can do anything
more, please tell me.

SIDEMAN :
Yes, we will.

I. PLAYER :
Very good. I wish you well.

(1. Player exits over Bridge, singing. )

717

[ Song of Waiting ]
SIDEMAN and COMPANIONS :
Shadows of fire redden the darkness,
Shadows of fire redden the darkness,
Faint as our hope.
“ O let her return ! *, we pray,
But the roar of the wind buries our voices.
We lay down our heads on pillows of flame and
Wait for the ghost to appear in our dreams,
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Wait for the ghost to appear in our dreams.
— 2 Jo—

( DOER enters by the Bridge, stops at the First Pine,
and looks out at the audience over the Bridge railing.
Dressed in robes of blue and violet, she wears the uba
mask of an aged woman and carries a cane. )

[ Introductory song ]
DOER :
Infinite air,
The morning thick like milk,
Sweet matter......
Salt, dust of the sea,

[ Recitative ]
My tongue received
A kiss of the night sea
From you......

CHORUS :
Earth, my earth.....
So beautiful even angels came down
To bathe in your clear waters.

DOER :
Now you are gone, yet I have come
For this is all that I have left of you.
[ Song to Stick Drum Accompaniment ]

( slightly lower in pitch, meditatively )

My sorrow is so wide
I can not see across it ;

CHORUS : (still lower. )
And so deep I shall never

Reach the bottom of it.

In the heart's thicket we travel across
A summer of tigers.

[ 3 —
(DOER enters stage proper. )

[ Song ]

UEIBICLZREZD%
N 2 M

(Y7, @D DKDB, —DMTIEED, T &
DR E RET EURFRTROT Y, #LEOKE
HHLU, BZHD. )

(—t1)

7
JERR B K2 K
WNFN2A0T L EWE
HELZWEE
B XHEDIEk &

(4]
OAEIX
ZFixlh 6%
BOWOODT =
HoEE
IRk, HhHHBRK---- HEVDZDELII
KEZEZ, TIzOBATIZKT
KB 5D TER
v
SZFRTEES T, TNERIZP- Tk
AN ZHTIEDD L EDEEDE REIHREFEND
[/ VUHh)
(RR{EDIC, EAEAC)

DNELAFIEILT
EOLELZRTERBLLEELS

HIEE (X HITESL)
DHRLADEEDZ
ETbhADEZMBELERL

DOEHOR, HHIRIKT S
b S TS DB OE %

_3__
(¥ THERICAD, )
(&)

63



Vr =Y e NAFTV

DOER :
After the Beginning,

CHORUS :
After the Beginning,
There were many beginnings,
For with each child's birth,
A new world was born.

DOER :
Child, you came in among melted mists,

CHORUS :
You grew inside me.
Warm milk, river of life,
Flowered from my breasts and in your eyes

DOER :
As you sucked I saw
Green branches,

CHORUS :
Sunlight caressed,

DOER :
And in the night I listened

CHORUS :
To secrets, to dreams,
To love in your eyes.

DOER : (sung lower, more melodically )
The world was bluer
At night when I slept,
Enormous, in your small hands.

(DOER goes to center stage. )

CHORUS :
And before the End,
There were many ends,
For each time a human being died,
A world was lost.

[ Shared Sung Dialogue ]
DOER :
I was the starving child,
Belly distended,
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CHORUS :
Bones like thread,
Who died in her mother's arms.

DOER :
[ was the man weeping blood

CHORUS
Who let himself be stretched on the rack
And roasted alive for love of God.

DOER :
I was the mother lost in childbirth

CHORUS :
Whose soul ascended the clouds like a bird,
A pillar of smoke for a shroud.

DOER :
Come down to be born again, my sister !

CHORUS -
Give me your hand from the flames, my brother !

DOER :
Cleave your bodies to mine like magnets !

CHORUS :
Flow into my veins, into my mouth !

DOER :
Speak through my words and through my blood !

( The following lines should echo as if heard from the
depths of a cave.)

I am stone : dark stone.
I am air : bright air.

I am the Beginning,
And I am the End.

I am the End.

( ON-STAGE COSTUME CHANGE )
—- 4 —
[ Recitative ]

DOER :
Now the Earth is turning and turning with it,
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I shall dance. HEke & BicimD DD, FKEEhA
CHORUS : HEE
Watch me now, and remember the world ! SNEBERE, RTHuEBCY, cofithisz |
Watch me with tears, RUDDEER K |
Watch me with joy ! KAETUDDHERL |
( DANCE OF THE UNIVERSE ) (FEHOEE
(After the dance is over, the DOER continues to move (BORATM, T IEHIES E SHICE W SSD L h
about the stage to the singing and music. ) 5, #E5TH, )
[ Song to Stick Drum Accompaniment ] (/VUth)
DOER : T
Her frail feet floated on the wind, TONFNED RIS DR
CHORUS : HIEE
Her frail feet floated on the wind, unheeding, LODPFNES RIENER BEENT
A drifting cloud, ZTRULUHDESE
DOER : T
A flame that flickers and is out. D5 5IHET % %
CHORUS : HEE
She danced pegze
In memory of the world, T Otz FOHE 72
Sleeves twirling amid the clouds. EDMZDH < B
And as she danced, LD ONT
DOER : T
And as she danced, O DONT
CHORUS : HiEE
The flames thinned and fell away. BOBEDICRIEH £
Gossamer clouds with tails of fire RORZES | W mED
Spiralled slowly through space. 22D BB EE Lz
Here and there blue and violet gases TThLT, HLEOREN
Gleamed in the light of distant stars EOEDONICE 5B E
Then disappeared, MO T2 -
Like foam upon the midnight sea. TR DMEDKIEAD ¥ <
(The DOER looks offstage toward the bridge as (Y TRHENOEH O DA RS, Z CAmny
though drawn by something heard there. ) MZATeDICKREWENZHDES I, )
[ Closing Song ] (FV)
DOER : T
From far across the River of Heaven, ROMDIE 207 & D Kl <
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I hear the plovers' faint, cold cry —
Or is it only the endless echo
Of the Great Beginning ?

CHORUS :

Earth's atoms drifted through space,
Carrying fragments of memory into the darkness.

TEONT IR VIREH
VWA, ThEKRNEZHIEDO
Mz B NETHS 5 H

HERDJFE T3 & E XV SFHANE - 72
REOPAENENOREORNZETE ST

“And I shall go too, I shall go with them, " Fefrco HIKITTS
She said, and stepped out into the Galaxy. g L BT, SRR R ARV EED
She mingled with the swirling clouds and disappeared. 5FEHEBICEENDDHAEND

Mingling with the swirling clouds, she disappeared.

( The music stops, and the DOER exits in silence
slowly over the bridge. The SIDEMANand COMPAN-
IONS follow. Then, through the Side Door, the

SFHIEICEFETNDODEC LAKBEAEND

(HOERH, YT LD LB ZRE, i
WTTFETFE, LT, YFOMS, HEELER
ABY, TR D 2B )

CHORUS and the STAGE ASSISTANTS, and last, over
the Bridge, the MUSICIANS. )

Author's note : Classical N6 often quote from or allude to earlier literary works and religious texts. Sometimes such
quotations and allusions are meant to evoke the world of the earlier work in the context of the newer one, but at other
times they simply enrich the present work without necessarily requiring appreciation of their origins to achieve their full
effect. In either case, they contribute to the variety of diction and tone that characterizes the language of classical No. In an
attempt to suggest this richness, I deliberately used many quotations (mostly brief phrases ) and allusions in Drifting Fires.
They are (in the order in which they appear in the text ) from the works of the following writers : Komparu Zenchiku,
Federico Garcia Lorca, Pablo Neruda, Robert Jastrow, Shakespeare, Ooka Makoto, Zeami Motokiyo, Kakinomoto Hitomaro,
Kenneth Rexroth, Kojird Nobumitsu, and Ki no Tsurayuki. There are twenty-three all together, with the largest number (12)
being from Neruda. A detailed listing is given with the text of the play as published in Asian Theatre Journal ( University of
Hawaii Press ) , Vol. 3, No.2, Fall 1986, pp.233-259.

fE#EE

WA ZRESVEDL, BFZHVWTED, F NLLFT O SRR RB B DF [FI505 [ AHICEME L TOVET,
COEAX BEETZRAL LT, FAFEL DI (IEEALENV) RF KA NEk) OHFICRD ANE Uiz, UTF, 5l
I EE =TI LE T,

SEMY, TLFVa - HLTT e ajbh, 878 - FL—F, aN—k - Iy Aba—, YA FAET, KEE, #
WoRTCrE, FiAARRS, 73 A < L7 AR, INREMENE, fEZ.

B EET 23 EiB 0, BLELHHALTVRDREIN—FOERNEO 12 EFT T, FFLVIEDOY AR, T0
VEROEARNFE=%_"5 (1986 F£F#k) D ASIAN THEATRE JOURNAL (INT A REHRRE) ISR E NS R UE U,

(JIkANY T THEO DY R ALY DO AEE 12, LA, BT, 1987 £ X D)

67



