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Russo-Japanese Criminal Coastal Trades Paradoxical Consequences for Japan
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Russo-Japanese coastal trade is conducted between Hokkaido and other Japanese prefectures along Japan’s west
coast and regions of the Russian Far-East. Pacific Russia provides almost a third of Russia’s exports to Japan, and
fish and marine products constitute the main part of these exports (even if there is a Russian temptation, today, to
target Chinese and South-Korean markets). Most of this trade is conducted through ports in eastern and northern
Hokkaido (especially in Wakkanai and Nemuro). The trade in seafood and related products represents a large share of
Hokkaido’s trade with the Russian Far-East. Since the complete collapse of the Soviet Union, the number of Russian
fishing vessels (mainly from Sakhalin) docking in Japanese ports has significantly increased. Most of these vessels
purchased large quantities of consumer goods to take back home, and became a highly visible presence in these

port. This interregional economic activity would be seen as a positive development in the Russo-Japanese economic
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relationship, but the progressive criminalization (catching of fish and marine products by Russian fishermen over
their prescribed quota limits, and smuggling of these products into Hokkaido ports) has created a paradoxical
situation, putting Japanese state- and local-level interests into a painful contradiction: the Japanese government’s
position regarding the Northern Territories dispute and the positive impact of Russian fishermen visits to Hokkaido

and its local economies.
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