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He laughed and looked across at the tall girl who
sat opposite, with an unusually mild expression
in her brown face. “In spite of the curly crop, I
don’t see the “son Jo’ whom I left a year ago,’

said Mr. March. “I see a young lady who pins her
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collar straight, laces her boots neatly, and neither
whistles, talks slang nor lies on the rug as she

used to do” (Little Women 205)
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“Don’t Jo, it’s so boyish.”

“That’s why I do it.”

“I detest rude, unladylike girls !.”

“I hate affected, niminy-piminy chits !” ...

“You are old enough to leave off boyish tricks,
and to behave better, Josephine. It didn’t matter
so much when you were a little girl; but now you
are so tall, and turned up your hair, you should
remember that you are a young lady.”

“I'm not ! And if turning up my hair makes
me one, I'll wear it in two tails till I'm twenty,”
cried Jo, pulling off her net, and shaking down a
chestnut mane. “I hate to think I've got to grow
up, and be Miss March, .... 1t’s bad enough to be
a girl, anyway, when I like boys’” games and work
and manners ! I can’t get over my disappointment

in not being a boy. (Little Women 4)
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Her long, thick hair was her one beauty, but

it was usually bundled into a net, to be out of
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her way. Round shoulders had Jo, big hands
and feet, a flyaway look to her clothes, and the

uncomfortable appearance of a girl who was

rapidly shooting up into a woman and didn’t like

it. (Little Women 6)
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I want to do something splendid before I go into
my castle- something heroic or wonderful that
won’t be forgotten after I'm dead. I don’t know
what, but I'm on the watch for it, and mean to
astonish you all someday. I think I shall write
books, and get rich and famous; that would suit

me, so that is my favorite dream. (Little Women

133)
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“ ... he (the editor) said it was good and I shall

write more, and he’s going to get the next paid

for, and am so happy, for in time I may be able to
support myself and help the girls” (Little Women
145)
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