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About this time Lady Fujitsubo fell ill and
retired for a while from the Palace. The sight of the
Emperor’s grief and anxiety moved Genji's pity. But
he could not help thinking that this was an opportunity
which must not be missed. He spent the whole of
that day in a state of great agitation, unable whether
in his own house or at the Palace to think of anything
else or call upon anyone. When at last the day was
over, he succeeded in persuading her maid Omydbu
to take a message. The girl, though she regarded any
communication between them as most imprudent,
seeing a strange look in his face like that of one who
walks in a dream, took pity on him and went. The
Princess looked back upon their former relationship
as something wicked and horrible and the memory of
it was a continual torment to her. She had determined
that such a thing must never happen again.

She met him with a stern and sorrowful
countenance, but this did not disguise her charm, and
as though conscious that he was unduly admiring her
she began to treat him with great coldness and disdain.
He longed to find some blemish in her, to think that he
had been mistaken, and be at peace.

I need not tell all that happened. The night passed
only too quickly. He whispered in her ear

the poem: ‘Now that at last we have met, would that

we might vanish forever into the dream we dreamed
tonight! * But she, still conscience-stricken: ‘Though
I were to hide in the darkness of eternal sleep, yet
would my shame run through the world from tongue
to tongue.” And indeed, as Genji knew, it was not
without good cause that she had suddenly fallen into
this fit of apprehension and remorse. As he left,
Omy6bu came running after him with his cloak and
other belongings which he had left behind.

(The Tale of Genji, by Lady Murasaki, translated
from the Japanese by Arthur Waley, London, George
Allen and Unwin Ltd, Boston and New-York, Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1925 (Fhi1927), p.157-158.)

KEFE CEFOY <Y ROBIHATH S,

A cette époque, la princesse Foujitsoubo tomba
malade et se retira du Palais. Le chagrin de
1’Empereur, son anxiété, apitoyérent Genji.

Pourtant il ne put s’empécher de songer que c’était
14 une occasion a ne pas perdre - Il passa ce jour dans
la plus grande agitation, incapable, soit au Palais, soit
chez lui, de penser a rien autre, ni de voir personne.

Le jour passé, il réussit a charger d 'un message
sa suivante Omyobou. La fille jugeait toute
communication entre eux bien imprudente, mais
1'étrange expression de son visage, semblable a
celui d’'un somnambule, la touchait. Elle y alla. La
Princesse jugeait leurs anciennes relations coupables
et horribles. Leur seul souvenir lui était un continuel
tourment. Elle était résolue a ne jamais les renouveler.
Elle le recut donc avec tristesse et sévérité. Cela
ne déguisait point ses charmes. Consciente de son
admiration exagérée, semblait-il, elle le traita avec
beaucoup de dédain et de froideur. Lui cherchait a
découvrir en elle quelque défaut, pour se dire qu’il s’
était trompé et pour recouvrer la paix.

Je ne dirai pas tout ce qui arriva. La nuit s écoula
trop rapide. Il lui murmura a 1 oreille le poéme :

Enfin réunis
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Puissions-nous disparaitre a jamais
Dans le réve si rare
Révé cette nuit.

Mais elle, prise de remords, répondit :
Cachée au noir sommeil éternel méme,
Ma honte courrait le monde
De bouche en bouche.

Et Genji savait. Ce nétait pas sans cause qu elle
succombait ainsi a cette crise d ‘appréhension et de
remords.

Omyobou courut apres lui avec son manteau et les
objet qu’il oubliait en partant.

(Le Roman de Genji, Librairie Plon, Paris, 1928, p.
159-160).
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« Le Roman du Genji, Le clos du Paulownia »,
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Jes yeux sont nayés de larmes | vold qu'elle se couche

La lune d'automne ;
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