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PfimX#EE The Formulation of a Formal Dress Norm and Modern Japan
K

2 OYAMA Naoko

This Ph.D. thesis investigates the formulation of a formal dress norm, from the early Meiji to the
early Showa period, by analyzing official documents and newspaper articles about the style of clothes
treated as formal dress by the nation. The findings include the fact that, on the one hand, the
development of a formal dress norm in which men adopted European-style clothing acted in concert with
the formulation of the nation-state. On the other hand, Japanese-style clothing, such as the crested
kimono with haori and hakama for men and the crested kimono with a white collar for women, became
popular as the people’s formal dress, although it was never officially approved as the national dress code.

The introductory chapter provides an overview of the history of modern Japanese dress. Chapter
one, entitled “The formulation of the new clothing system and the state of formal dress in modern Japan,”
reveals a relationship of overlap between the formal dress norm and the national regime by taking
particular note of the terms “Tsujou-reifiku (ordinary formal dress)” and “Tsujo-fuku (ordinary dress),”
which appear in official documents but have previously been overlooked. This paper argues that two
official documents—a Dajokan declaration in Meiji year 5 (1872) presenting “ordinary formal dress (the
swallow-tailed coat)” for ordinary men and a circular notice from the Imperial Household Ministry in
Meiji year 21 (1888) presenting a distinction in the statement, “Ordinary formal dress and ordinary dress
are represented by the swallow-tailed coat and the frock coat, respectively’—functioned as the national
dress code and provided a framework for formulating the formal dress norm of modern Japan. Chapter
two, entitled “The diffusion of the frock coat and silk hat style in modern Japan: ‘Tsujo-fuku and
‘Kuro-takabou (silk hat)’ as the national dress code,” argues that, although in Meiji year 10 (1877) the
frock coat was approved for government officials to use as an alternative to ordinary formal dress in order
to adjust to Western manners so that formal dress could be worn in the daytime. The frock coat and silk
hat style disappeared in the West around the Meiji mid-30s. In contrast to the Western mainstream, this
style prospered in Japan as the formal dress of gentlemen. This was due to the dress code established by
the nation. Chapter three, entitled “The social status of the crested kimono with haori and hakama from
the late Meiji to the Taisho period: Formal dress issues caused by the ordinary formal dress,” argues that
although many people owned the crested kimono with haori and hakama, it was treated coldly in that it
was never approved as formal dress appropriate for entering the emperor’s court, and wearing
decorations on it was not formally approved, although it was tolerated. An objection was submitted to the

deliberation of the Lower House, which protested that the Imperial Court had absolute discretion in



regulating formal dress and ordinary dress, and the government at the time lacked even the power to
update them. Chapter four, entitled “The formulation of a formal dress norm for common women in
modern Japan: ‘Crested kimono with a white collar’ as a historical phenomenon,” is an analysis that pays
particularly close attention to the formal dress norm’s relationship with the nation and the imperial court
as well as to the contrast with the case of men’s dress. This chapter concludes that the widely popularized
formal dress for women, with the exception of the imperial family, was the “crested kimono with a white
collar,” a Japanese-style of clothing that ignored the Western-style dress code that the Imperial Court
advocated. That is, it succeeded in extracting the spot where common women elaborated so that the
“crested kimono with a white collar” now functions as formal dress by obeying a self-imposed guideline.
The concluding chapter, in addition to discussing new findings on the history of Japanese fashion,
suggests that the composition of the modern Japanese nation resulted from the separation between the
Imperial Court and the government, which expressed itself in the formulation of a formal dress norm.
This could be a new angle for investigating the basis of Japanese cultural formulation, although it has so

far been considered a tacit, unspoken point of agreement.



