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Multiplicity of gods often invoived the contradiction of the requirements of one god
with those of another, and sad was the plight of a conscientious sou: when he had to
satisfy more than one god. With so many gods to satisfy and appease, ! was naturally a
fretful timid child. | framed a general prayer to be offered to every one of them, adding of
course special requests appropriate to each, as | happened to pass before each temple.
Every morning as soon as | washed myself, | offered this common prayer to each of the
four groups of geds located in the four points of the compass, payng special attention to
the eastern group, as the Rising Sun was the greatest of all gods. Where several temples
were contiguous to one another, the trouble of repeating the same prayer so many times
was very great; and | would often prefer a longer route with less number of sanctuaries in
order to avoid the trouble of saying my prayers without scruples of my conscience. The

number of deities to be worshipped increased day by day, till | found my little soul totally
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My father was decidedly biasphemous toward heathen gods of all sorts.He once dropped
a base coin into the money-chest of a Buddhist temple, and scornfully addressed the
idols there that they would have another such coin if they would in any way help him to
win a law-case in which he was then engaged;=

(How I Became a Christian--Out of My Diary--)
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The practical advantage of the new faith was evident to me at once. | had felt it even
while | was taught that there was but one God in the Universe. and not many, --over eight
millions,-- as | had formerly believed. The Christian monotheism 1aid its axe at the root of
all my superstitions. All the vows | had made, and the manifold forms of worship with
which | had been attempting to appease my angry gods, could now be dispenced with by
owning this one God; and my reason and conscience responded "yea!" One God, and not
many, was indeed a glad tiding to my little soul. No more use of saying my long prayers

every morning to the four groups of gods stuated in the four points of the compass; of

DXL | <& How I Became a Christian—-Out of My Diary-- Chapter First--Heathenism--" [ &£
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been attempting to appease my angry moamfm

'spiritual freedom'® S BV O WD H L 47 1)

repeating a long prayer to every temple | passed by in streets; and of observing this day
for this god and that day for that god, with vows and abstinence peculiar to each. Oh how
proudly | passe by temples after temp:es with my head erect and conscience clear, with
full confidence that they could punish me no longer for my nct saying my prayers to
them, for | found the God of gods to back and uphold me.=

(How I Became a Christian--Out of My Diary--)
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Rejoicing in the newly-imparted activity of my body | roamed over fields and
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YR <X & How [ Became a Christian—-Out of My Diary-- 'Chapter Second. --Introduction to

Christianity.- TKZ¢#&] nife” | <Ix®

30



==

(BT A BEELE

R H A

REfRH -

mountains, observed the lillies of the valley and birds of the air, and sought to commune

through Nature with Nature's God.© (How I Became a Christian--Out of My Diary--)
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With the daily and weekly increae of friends and acquaintances among the believers, my
religion was fastly inclining toward sentimentalism.Feastings upon religious talks were
often carried to excess, and we thought more about Christian tea-parties and dinner
parties than of the grave responsibilities of conquering the dominion of darkness around
us. Fresh from my country church, with childish innocence and credulity, | plunged
myself into the Turkish-bath-society of metropolitan Christ:anity, to be lulled and
shampooed by hymnes sung by maidens, and sermons that offended no body.&
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March 8.----Very important day in my life.Never was the atoning power of Christ more
clearly revealed to me than it is to-day. In the crucifixion of the Son of God lies the
solution of all the difficulties that buffeted my mind thus far. Christ payng ai! my debts,
can bring me back to the purity and innocence of the first man before the Fall. Now | am
God's child, and my duty is to believe Jesus. For His sake, God will give me all | want. He
will use me for His glory, and will save me in Heaven at last.e
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