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Abstract

The asymmetry of the semantic extensions
between the Japanese verbs AGARU and SAGARU:
Establishing the introspective method
from the perspective of “up-down metaphors”

This paper deals with the asymmetry of the semantic extensions of the Japanese basic
polysemous verbs AGARU (to go up), and SAGARU (to go down), both of which extend most of
their meanings by means of “up-down metaphors”, one of the conceptual metaphors proposed by
Lakoff and Johnson (1980).

Sentences in which the verb SAGARU was used were collected from the Japanese Corpus
“NINJAL-LWP for BCCW” (http://nlb.ninjal.ac.jp), developed by the National Institute for Japanese
Language, following Moriyama (2016), which investigated the verb AGARU, the antonym of
SAGARU. 4074 sentences were hit, and they were classified by means of up-down metaphors
and were analyzed by the same framework using Moriyama’s research.

As a result, instead of there being 11 kinds of symmetrical parts, it was found that there
are also 14 kinds of asymmetrical parts between the semantic structures of these verbs. These
asymmetries might be derived from three reasons, as described below.

1. Even in instances when movements or changes are dual-directional, they cannot be expressed
by the pair of AGARU-SAGARU, but by the other pairs of verbs. When usages of AGARU focus
on the final state of upward movement - which are accompanied by the meaning of “appearance”
or “actualization” - the opposite movements or changes also focus on the final state of downward
movement, where the other verbs should be used instead of SAGARU. Another case is that
when a movement is spatial, and the subject of the sentence by which the spatial movement is
expressed is a human being, AGARU can be used, but SAGARU cannot be. If you would like
to express downward movement, ORIRU (to go down) has to be used rather than SAGARU.
Moreover, there is another usage of spatial movement in which DERU (to go out) should be used
instead of AGARU.

2. When movements or changes are not dual-directional but mono-directional, AGARU or SAGARU
cannot be used, and as a result, asymmetry also occurs in the usage of AGARU-SAGARU.

3. There is a usage of AGARU, which means “to eat”. It does not have the opposite word and
another asymmetry occurs in the usage of AGARU-SAGARU.

Some of the previous literature mentioned the asymmetry between these verbs. But, they did
not analyze it in enough detail, or sufficiently discuss the reason for the asymmetry.

However, this study explores these points in detail, using two Japanese verbs as an example.
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