NFSACRIRRLAam#E #5208 20174F

W R O ORI 6L 5 1B [ ) O B
—HPGETIC KD ZEHFOFM 2 H: & L T—

H A ERITT

A Study of Japanese-Style Storytelling for Children, ‘Koen Dowa’

Under the National Policy During the War in the Showa Period:
A Storytelling Script for Aerial Defence Education Written by KANAZAWA Kaichi

NAKAMURA Miwako

Abstract

This study reveals an aspect of activities of Japanese-style storytelling for children, ‘koen dowa’'. Koen
dowa is characterised by large audiences and performances using gestures. Many performers of koen
dowa followed the approach to national policy during the war in the Showa period (especially 1941-1945).
The purposes of this paper are: (1)to analyse how the storytelling department of Nippon Shokokumin
Bunka Kyokai (The National Association for Young Childrens’ Culture) came to follow the national
policy line during the war in the Showa period, and (2)to observe the type of educational policies
contained in a storytelling script of aerial defence education written by KANAZAWA Kaichi (1908-
1986). By organising articles on activities of the storytelling department in the newsletters of Nippon
Shokokumin Bunka Kyokai, it was found that the department had changed by degrees to positively
propagate the approach to national policy. Through analysing an educational script on aerial defence, it
was found that a nationally held ideal image of young children and youth groups was presented.

Keywords : ‘’koen dowa' (Japanese-style storytelling), national policy, KANAZAWA Kaichi, ‘Nippon
Shokokumin Bunka Kyokai’, aerial defence
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