T ELEMEAE FH6 5 2018 F

HRT7 T AZBTLFEBREFL LS
BrE IR
Children’s Costume and Masculinity in Modern France
Tho NIIMI
Abstract

This article aims to consider symbolism related to the act of wearing robes or skirts by boys and the
initial act of wearing culottes or pantaloons by individuals by using 19th century French books on childcare,
children’s books, and magazine articles. An examination of the use of the “first culottes or pantaloons” reveals
a rite of passage to create masculinity and the preparation period for a boy to transition into becoming an adult
man.

The initial act of wearing culottes or pantaloons by an individual indicates that the boy is acting based on his
own judgement alone as well as that he establishes his independence. Therefore, while culottes or pantaloons
are essential items of clothing in the growth process for boys who want to become independent, they are
considered unnecessary for girls who do not want to be seen subjectively. Additionally, the “first culottes or
pantaloons” bring to mind the aspect of the boys’ fierce mindfulness of their fathers, such as when they leave

their mothers and begin learning masculinity from their fathers.
Keywords: France, 19th century, Children’s costume, Culotte, Pantaloon
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