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Japanese-Korean Contrastive Analysis of the Closing Section of Smart phone Chat:
Focusing on Components and Development Patterns
LEE YEONSEUNG
Abstract

This study aims to examine structure characteristics of the closing section of Japanese and Korean
smartphone chat, focusing on components and development patterns. The analysis showed that the closing
sections are often omitted in both Korean and Japanese chat conversations. Furthermore, in the [1
beginning/middle part of the closing section], [expressions of appreciation] in Japanese chat and [promises of
re-contact] in Korean chat, lead to termination of conversation. As for the [2 end part of the closing section], it
was found that [single emoticons] are used to end conversations in Japanese chat, while [comprehension sign]
and [encouragement / happiness / health wishes] are used in Korean chat. It is argued that Korean chat displays
a more active interaction as a greater number of components is used and the [expansion type] development
pattern is more frequently observed than in Japanese chat. Finally, this paper concludes that the chat
conversations in both countries have a unique structure and that a new kind of conversation structure appears
in smartphone chat. Moreover, this paper provides a suggestion for smooth text message communication
between different cultures.

[Keywords] Smart phone Chat, Closing Section, Japanese-Korean Contrastive Study, Components, Development Patterns
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