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Home Economics Education and Family Sociology: An Analysis on Textbooks of Family Relations

Junko Nishimura

Summary

Studies of family relations are interdisciplinary research area which is based on the study
fields such as sociology, judicial science, and psychology; they serve as an academic basis for
curriculum of home economics education, particularly for the study about families. This paper
explores the impact of family sociology on studies of family relations and home economics
education, by analyzing textbooks of family relations which are written based on family sociology.

By reviewing the published textbooks of family relations since 1945, it was found that there
has been stable number of family relations textbooks from sociological point of view, particularly
since the 1960s, which implies that family sociology has played an important role in the studies of
family relations. An analysis of textbooks showed that family sociology have provided concepts
for empirical studies about families, and a comparative perspective of family norms for the study
of family relations. Therefore, family sociology can contribute to home economics education by
providing knowledge about families based on empirical evidence, and by suggesting the
importance of comparative perspective on family norms.
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