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Wives IT Use and Its Impact on Couples’ Decision-making about Child-rearing: International
Comparative Study across Japan, South-Korea & US.A.

Mari Nakagawa

Summary

This study examines how wives' use of IT for the purpose of communication with their
husbands and information gathering purposes is related to couples’ decision-making about child-
rearing across three countries; Japan, South Korea and the United States. The data were
collected from web questionnaire in 2016- 2017. As a result of the path analysis, wives use of IT,
through smart-phones, cell-phones and personal computers, can influence couples” decision-making
about their children's education in Japan, South Korea and the United States. Especially over 60%
of Japanese wives with preschoolers mainly make decision about child-rearing and only 30% of
U.S. wives make decision about it. It is speculated that wives in Japan use IT to make their
husbands participate in child-rearing.

Keywords : Wives' Use of IT, Decision-making about Child-rearing,
International Comparative Study
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