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The 8th international forum 2019

On 7-16 February the Ochanomizu University organized the international forum, "$§ 20> & ~— 7 72—/ N1
ey MU — 7 OREEEIZTR T TN, to discuss how East Asia can work together like EU except for historical and
government issues, and on how students from other countries suggest good idea based on their cultures and history.
Topic was quite difficult, so it was hard to give an opinion and also draw the basic outline. But when I saw the
presentation of the other students, I realized that I didn't have to worry about nothing. Despite the language barriers,
every student did their best. And also, we discussed more in deep about sensitive issues. Honestly, I was afraid of
talking about history issues. But through this forum, it was a good chance to know Japanese ideas and also the reason.

East Asia has many problems that must be sold, but people these days just try to avoid to talk about it because of
the cultural exchanges. It is good to accept the different cultures, but we also have to see the core of the matter not only
the outside. We can't solve any issues without this. That's why this kind of activity is necessary to all countries.

This forum was literally interesting and instructive than I thought. We have different cultures and history, but I
felt that everyone wishes one thing. Even we have a trouble between the other countries, we realized that we can get
through all those things and also can take the lead as students.

I think this forum was first step in a process that has the potential to shape future and ways of making it reality. I
have learned and experienced a lot under this program. I'm really thankful to the Ochanomizu University teachers,
staffs and students in every point as well as forum.
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AFTER THE FORUM

1. EFRE 3R AIE

This is a very good experience to communicate with other students from different countries. We shared our ideas
about the international issue through this forum. I realized that our teenagers have our responsibility to think about
development of all humans. We also become good friends no matter where are we from. I cherish the experience of
communicating with students in Japan with students from other countries. I am a shy person, and my Japanese level is
not high. I seldom speak at the beginning, and I dare not communicate with them. But everybody is very enthusiastic.
The Japanese friends who is our buddy always take us sightseeing in Tokyo in those days, which reduces a lot of the
risk of our going lost, and they also take pictures for us all the way. Students from other countries are also very
enthusiastic, which touches me very much. Slowly, I try to chat with them.

2. EFEER - ZEOAIE

Because I have only studied Japanese for one and a half years, my Japanese level is still very low. There are a lot
of Japanese vocabulary I can't understand in the process of communication, but I learned a lot of vocabulary when I
referred to the PPT. A lot of vocabulary cannot be learned in textbooks, which helps to improve my Japanese level.
Where I can't understand it, I'm trying to use English and my English ability has been trained. Because I am in Japan, in
an all-Japanese environment, I come across a lot of Japanese information every day, which is a good practice. And even
in school, Japanese teachers can speak Chinese, so they can speak Chinese when they really don't understand it. But
few people in Japan understand Chinese, if they don't understand it, they should try hard to speak it. This also makes
me have to try hard to use the Japanese I have learned.

3. ZEMZEY

I have learned a lot, such as how to deal with foreign cultures, how to develop multiculturalism as the New
Zealand student said, we should stand on different countries' standpoints to think problems as what the American
students said, we should also reduce the use of discriminatory words in life as what the Korean students said and so on.
These ideas also broaden my vision. Hearing the proposals from the students of Korea, Japan, the United States, Poland
and New Zealand, I feel that they all have a sense of responsibility and put forward their own ideas for the whole
community of human destiny. Although the feasibility of some proposals needs further study, as young people, they can
think objectively and geographically. This spirit is worth learning. In the future life, we should not only pay attention to
the problems within our subjects, but also think more magnificent and beneficial things across the subjects.

AR EELTDIA—FLIZDNT
Advantage:

It provides a platform for students from all over the world to exchange ideas. Listening to students from Europe,
America and East Asia can learn a lot of knowledge. Everyone can seek common ground while reserving differences.
The atmosphere of discussion is very good. In addition to the two days of speech and discussion, other interesting visits
were arranged, and a lot of knowledge was learned during the visit.

Some of the points I think have a little doubt about:

Let us think from geography, there are students from South Korea, Japan and China in East Asia, Poland in
Europe, as well as two English-speaking countries --the United States and New Zealand. This enables us to listen to the
proposals of students from different regions, which is very good. However, most of the students' majors are not
international politics, and the feasibility of the proposals put forward by the students who lack professional knowledge
needs further study. What's more, there are only two students in a school. Where are the two students’ hometown? Can
it represent the whole country?

5 Z it
Let's talk about something that has nothing to do with the forum. Let's talk about what I saw and learned in Japan.
Although this is not my first trip to Japan, I traveled to Japan with a tour group in summer. I never used a Japanese
tram in a sightseeing car every day. In China, I've heard that trams in Japan are crowded. I've heard that during rush
hours in the morning and evening, there are still staff members who try to push passengers into the trams to close the
door. I wonder if that's true? It wasn't until this time that I really experienced Tokyo's trams. It's really convenient to
take a tram in Tokyo, but the premise is to be familiar with the tram's route and use appropriate software to find the
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time of the tram. The first day we went to school together, so we didn't go wrong. But it was the early rush hour when
the tram was crowded with people. First, as soon as the door opens, the passengers who get off come out, and then the
passengers who wait in line get on in turn. At first, I thought we couldn't squeeze into such a tram, but we got on. There
were a lot of people behind, so we went through the service and pushed the rest of the passengers onto the bus. The
whole distance of three stations has always been like this. I finally experienced the crowding of trams in Japan. Later,
when we returned to our dormitory, we had some trouble. We missed the stop for two days and got out and sat back. We
don't know where the problem is. Clearly, we are all in the right direction. Why don't some stations stop? Then we
finally understood that we didn't understand the train schedule. We should take the ordinary bus back to our dormitory,
but sometimes it's urgent tram to park on the track. We always got there and watched the tram get on, but we didn't see
which train it was. After that, we didn't take the wrong train again. Another time we got off the tram at Oyama Station,
and we went out with the crowd, but we went out from the wrong exit. So, we took a long time to find the way to our
dormitory.

In China, the refrigerators we use now are all fresh-keeping layer on the top and frozen layer on the bottom. We
are also used to this way. But the refrigerator in the dormitory is just the opposite. Because there is no plug-in in
advance, so the temperature of the two layers is room temperature. It is not clear which is the fresh-keeping layer. So, I
misplaced the sandwich for breakfast in the freezer. When I was about to have breakfast in the morning, I took out my
sandwich, but it was frozen. Although I don't have breakfast, I've learned the difference. Next time I'll be careful.

I was amazed by the classification of garbage in Japan. The first time I went to throw rubbish, I saw rows of
rubbish cans, big and small, which made me feel a little overwhelmed. I was surprised by the way a bottle, cap, bottle
and wrapping paper were discarded separately. Also, the waste recycling area in the corridor is neatly arranged with
cardboard shells, old magazines and other things, very neat, which made me touched. At the same time, I would rarely
see garbage cans in the streets of Japan. Every time there is garbage, I would carry it in my pocket and throw it back
into my dormitory.

6.RT7OT - HANELIZEEHLIZDONT

Knowing more about the history and culture of other countries will help us better understand other countries. At
the same time, we should also learn more foreign languages well. It is better to be able to read books from other
countries and compare them with those from our own countries, so as to analyze the similarities and differences among
them.

I agree that we should change our position and think from the standpoint of different countries to get all-round
answers. When analyzing problems, we should put aside prejudice and communicate sincerely. At the same time, we
should recognize each other's actual situation and make good use of each other's advantages in cooperation.

Require common ground while reserving differences. Allow differences between countries. Any cooperation is not
the binding of many countries, but the equal cooperation. We should not only consider whether it is in the interests of
our own country, but also whether it is in the interests of other countries.

Exchange and cooperation between countries should be based on mutual benefit and trust. International
cooperation will not be possible if countries distrust each other.

Make good use of specific international organizations to solve problems. For example, the United Nations Climate
Summit, facing climate problems, global warming, sea level rise and so on, is a global human problem. Through the
activities carried out by international organizations, proposing proposals has guiding significance for solving problems.
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The knowledge I obtained during The 8" International Student Forum

1. B8RRI E

During Forum I had a pleasure to meet students from around the world: Japan, Korea, China, New Zealand and
USA. It was a great opportunity to exchange numerous opinions on world problems, which concern all of us. Thanks to
our wonderful hosts from Ochanomizu University we were able to get to know each other and make new friends during
this week. Apart from academic symposiums we had a chance to spend time together during many cultural events and
study tours, common meals and common studying. I find it very important to do this kind of networking and I am very
glad we had a chance to get to know each other.

EEA - 2E0AE

During Forum the main language that we used was Japanese. For me, as a Japanese language student, it was a

=101}

2.8

great opportunity to use this language to present a presentation and conduct discussions on very important topic.
However, theme of the Forum which concerns serious world problems was sometimes too difficult to understand in
Japanese, we were using English to obtain a better understanding. I think I learned a lot, especially I got to know a
bank of vocabulary related to international relations, environmental problems, world history, etc.

3. FEMZEY

During Forum I had an opportunity to take part in various lectures and two day’s symposium. I had a chance to
hear presentations about multiculturalism in New Zealand, America’s involvement in East Asia’s countries situation,
Japan- China- Korea Educational Union, the framework of European Union used in Asia, environmental problems in
Asia, citizenship and identity of East Asians and we, ourselves, gave a speech about the role of Poland within the
European Union. I am really glad and grateful for getting this opportunity to hear out presentations on various topic,
which some of them I haven’t known actually. Besides, we did have a vivid discussion related to what can be done for
East Asian countries to live together in peace and mutual support. We did think about solutions East Asian countries
could undertake in order to provide some kind of union, like apology once for all, burying the hatchet, forgiving, not
underestimating small countries, preserving the rule ‘one for all, all for one’, mutual support, raising awareness,
education, respecting other cultures and minorities, preserving basic rights etc. Each idea helped me understand that we
live all together and there is no place for meaningless wars and conflicts. Our planet and nature is showing people
constantly that we should live together in peace and take care of the common planet we were enriched to live on. So
that, one of the most important things for now is sustainable development and generally the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals, which are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. They
address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental
degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice. The Goals interconnect and in order to leave no one behind, it is
important that we achieve each Goal and target by 2030. The strategies are presented in the Agenda, which provides a
global blueprint for dignity, peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and in the future. A few years into the
Agenda, we see how civil society, private sector, and governments are translating this shared vision into national
development plans and strategies.

AR FELTDIH—FLIZTDNT

In my opinion the most important thing on plus is that people from around the world were gathered in place
discussing about very important problems and it matters a lot. So, basically the main idea is absolutely wonderful.
Through presentations we had a chance to think about a topic we would like to share with others, so made our own
contribution into this Conference. Lectures and discussions were conducted on very high level. Thanks to many cultural
activities we were able to get to know each other better, get to deepen our knowledge about Japan, which was very
handy. As something, which didn't satisfy me in 100% was that my Japanese level was sometimes not enough to
understand everything, mostly I did my best to catch the general sense. Also, maybe it would be better to fill the time of
the Forum more tightly, providing more activities.

5. T D

6 EHT7OT - HRANELICTEZTDIEIZDONT
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In my opinion, the topic of the Forum is related to attempt of establishing some kind of union in East Asia which
could be based on European Union framework between countries, which are very important members of international
relations. The role of America and other Asia and Pacific countries should be supportive and can by their own attitude
encourage East Asian countries to get a try to live together harmoniously.

<EBEXHB>

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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BRI+ —J LTRAIEC E

1. EFRE R AR E

During the cultural exchange, I learned a lot of things. First of all, I feel more confident in the Japanese language.
During the conference, I met many wonderful people who turned out to be very helpful and willing to talk. Before leaving
Poland, I was very stressed thinking about meeting new people from a different cultural circle. Being already in Japan, I
met students who were willing to talk with me and thanks to them I feel more confident now in Japanese. Because this
was my first visit to Japan, the trip proved to be very helpful. During the conference, I learned about many things that
were not discussed before in college. I was positively surprised by many things. I did not feel uncomfortable in the new
environment and the conference was very interesting and informative.

ZEA - 2E0AE

Participation in this conference was a big challenge for me. Because it was my first trip to Japan, [ was very nervous
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about the necessity to communicate only in Japanese. Before participating in the conference, I used Japanese only at the
university, during classes, or talking to Japanese people living in Poland who usually knew Polish or English. The
challenge for me was to open up and speak freely in Japanese. At the beginning I was very stressed, but from day to day
I felt more and more confident. Natural conversation is something completely different than talking in Japanese in classes
at the university. [ was not used to using the colloquial language, because in class in Poland the polite form was always
used. At first it was difficult for me. It happened that I did not understand something, but students of Ochanomizu
University always quietly explained to me in a different way what they wanted to say, so I did not feel uncomfortable.
Participation in the conference and the opportunity to listen to the speeches teaches me a lot, both scientifically and
linguistically. During professors' lectures very interesting topics were raised.

3. ZEMZEV

While attending the conference, I learned a lot of things. In the first days, the lectures I attended were very interesting
and thought-provoking. During one of the lectures, the issue of differences between nationalism and patriotism was raised.
It was a very interesting lecture for me, because in my presentation I also spoke about similarities and differences in these
two words. Among others, were linguistic conflicts in Belgium or linguistic multiplicity in Canada. Both lectures were
very informative, and I listened with interest. During the forum in my opinion all presentations were successful. Before
conference, during my own preparation to speech on the forum I learned a lot of new things and I became very interested
in the subject of conflicts in East Asia. [ have always been interested in history and politics, so these were very interesting
topics for me. During the forum, a lot of history was talked about and issues of disputes with both Korea and China were
raised. Because people from Japan, China, Korea, America, New Zealand and Poland participated in this event, it was
possible to see different opinions on this subject. Each participant presented his views and ways to improve international
relations in East Asia. In addition to the substantive part, I also learned how to perform in public. I was very stressed
before my presentation, I was afraid that I would not understand a question or that I would not be able to speak out.
However, thanks to the nice atmosphere, the presentation turned out to be a very nice experience.

AR EELTDIA—FLIZDNT

As I wrote earlier - participation in the forum gave me many new opportunities. I have learned a lot from using
Japanese and talking in this language. Participation in the international forum was a great honor for me. The international
forum was very well organized. The first day there was a familiarization event, in which I had the opportunity to meet
other participants of the event in a relaxed atmosphere. All games and conversations were very cool, and I had fun. A
good idea was also the presentation of University students attended by those attending the event. Forum was very well
organized and thought out. We were handed out ID cards as well as folders with all important documents. In the briefcase
there was, among others, a book in which summaries of all presentations were provided - it was very helpful. In addition,
we received a conference plan on which all events were repeated in a very accurate way. During the conference, scans of
all presentations were also handed out, which made them easier to understand. ,,.Living Tips in Japan for International
Visitors” was also very helpful for me, and I think that it was a very good idea to give this to the international students.
During the forum, a guided tour around the university was also organized which was very helpful.

5.2 D1k

Despite the initial stress associated with the conference, the international forum was a positive experience for me. I
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met many new people and also learned a lot. Thanks to participation in the forum I learned a lot of new and interesting
things, and also feel more confident in speaking Japanese. All participants were very friendly and I remember this event
very nicely.

6.RHT7OT7 -HEMNELITEEEHILIZDNT

Before leaving, during the preparation for the presentation, I learned a lot about the problems in East Asia. Preparing
my part of the presentation I drew attention to the numerous disputes between Japan and China and Korea that have had
a tendency in the last century. Especially the conflict with China and the very long war influenced their current foreign
policy in my opinion. During my speech, I wanted to show how Poland is currently cooperating with the countries with
which it was in conflict during the Second World War. War in both Europe and Asia in the twentieth century were very
bloody and terrible. However, I think that in order to be able to live together in harmony and coexist with other nations,
everyone should focus on the future. War is always a nasty and terrible experience, but you cannot turn back time and
erase it. [ believe that now everyone should focus on how to live peacefully with other nations. Past wars should not be
the subject of disputes, they should be a warning. In my opinion, we are all equal and we should respect each other. Race,
nationality, religion or political affiliation should not be the subject of disputes between people. As long as our views or
beliefs do not harm anyone, they should not turn into conflict. For me, the basis for international cooperation and
understanding between countries is mutual respect for each other. War is a terrible experience and I think that states
should focus on the present and not live in the past and past conflicts. In my opinion being cooperative and working
together for international peace is also important. Each country should show willingness and commitment for the common
good.
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Ten Days in Japan

1. BRI E

This was not my first time leaving America, nor was it my first time in Japan. However, though the time was short,
this trip was truly memorable to me. All of the Ochanomizu students were warm and welcoming. Despite being a foreign
man entering a group of Japanese students at an all-women’s college, I never once felt like I didn’t belong. My buddy
Reiko Ajiki was especially helpful in how she was always available to answer whatever questions I had, even before I
arrived in Japan. The other foreign students were friendly too. Because the group as a whole was so amicable, I enjoyed
my time even when we went to places I had already been to.

LA - 2E0AE

Speaking with everyone at the conference reminded me of how much I love Japanese. At first it was overwhelming,
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but I knew that going into it. On the first night when Reiko and Ayumi Honda met me at Ikebukuro station, it was
challenging just to get words in Japanese out, let alone hold a conversation with them. Yet, as the days went on, I found
my Japanese skills slowly returning to me. Though my ability to convey my own thoughts in Japanese is still not as good
as I would like it to be, I was struck by how I was able to have dinner conversations with my new friends in Japanese and
follow along, for the most part.

Something I did not anticipate was the value of meeting other foreign students who study Japanese. It was engaging
to speak to Chinese or Korean students who did not know much English but did know Japanese. When there was a
misunderstanding, we could not simply use an English word like I can when speaking with many of the Ochanomizu
students and instead had to push ourselves to convey our thoughts in this second language.

3. EMMZEV

My presentation did not go as well as I would have liked, but it never does. I did not have much of it memorized,
and I stumbled over several parts despite my practice. The Ochanomizu students would likely say that my pronunciation
was good, but I know it can be improved. When I compare myself to the other foreign students and their presentations, I
cannot help but feel like I gave the worst presentation. The Chinese students were able to write better than I could, the
Korean students could speak better than I could, and the Polish and New Zealand students were better prepared than I
was. | make these comparisons not to engage in self-loathing but instead to take inspiration from them. All of these
students knew Japanese as a second, or even third, language, and yet they were able to express their views on complicated
topics in Japanese. I hope to emulate their success one day. I know that their level of Japanese is not as different from
mine as it seemed when I was listening to them speak.

After my presentation, | was embarrassed by how difficult I found it not only to answer questions in Japanese but
also simply understanding the questions being asked. Even when I did understand the question, it was often impossible
to express my opinion in Japanese. However, this has motivated me to continue my studying so that I can better express
myself in Japanese.

4ARVFELTDIF—FLIZDNT

Any criticism of the forum itself stems from my own lack of ability in Japanese. To be honest, participating in the
discussion part was almost impossible to me simply because I did not understand the Japanese being used. Sometimes
Ayumi would translate the Japanese, and for that I am grateful. But the comments immediately after the translation would
be lost to me. I do not think this is a fault of the conference and those running it; rather, I was at the lower end of Japanese
skill among the participants, and it was my responsibility to sufficiently prepare beforehand. Therefore, I do not blame
those running the forum on my lack of understanding.

5. Dt

This is not directly related to the subject of the forum, but as it is related to my study of Japanese and relationship
with Japan as a whole, I would like to write at some length about how this trip influenced my relationship with Japan.

I studied abroad at Waseda University for five months before coming to Japan this second time, and so I cannot help
but compare the two experiences. Although this time was much shorter, in many ways I found it better. When I attended
Waseda, I lived with a host family. I chose to live with a Japanese family because I wanted to experience as much of
Japanese culture as I could. I knew that it would present challenges, but I also knew that those challenges would be
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unexpected. Living with my host family proved to be difficult. To make a long story short, my inability to express myself
well in Japanese resulted in an uncomfortable atmosphere in the house for me and made me want to spend as little time
there as possible.

This time in Japan I had a nice apartment to myself, and that fact alone did wonders to my general outlook. It’s
not that I wanted to spend lots of time alone in my room; rather, I had no anxiety about returning home after any activity
I was doing. With that source of stress gone, I was able to more fully immerse myself in the things I was doing, and that
created a better experience overall for me. An experience so positive that by the time I was in Haneda airport waiting to
leave, I knew that this was absolutely not my last time in Japan.

The friends I made during this forum and the improvement I saw in my Japanese inspired me to seriously consider
living in Japan for some amount of time in the future. Returning to the hustle and bustle of Tokyo felt nostalgic and
familiar. Even something as simple as navigating Tokyo’s train system felt refreshing after using the admittedly inferior
New York metro system. It’s not to say I want to live in Tokyo because I love the trains so much, but I am struggling to
put into words the feeling I had walking around Tokyo. As I commuted, explored, ate, and lived in Tokyo for this brief
time, [ was able to see myself living in Japan, and I owe that to my new friends who made me feel so welcome.

That said, in many ways this forum was a vacation for me, and a vacation that was paid for. I recognize that. I took
a break from my school work and fully devoted myself to the forum and getting to know the others attending it. Should
I live in Japan, it will not be like this forum. It will likely not even be in Tokyo. But I am thankful to Vassar College,
Ochanomizu University, and everyone who enabled me to participate. It was rewarding, and it may have shaped my future.

6CRT7OT - HAENELITEEH LIZDONT

Attending this forum was very valuable to me because I had the opportunity to hear opinions of different people
from around the world firsthand. Before participating in the forum, the solution to Japanese-Korean and Japanese-Chinese
tensions felt trivial to me. “Japan should apologize for what it did during World War II” felt like the simple but effective
solution. I quickly learned over the course of two days that the solution was not as simple as it seemed.

The first eye-opening moment for me was when Ayumi asked a question to the group that was long the lines of “If
Japan should apologize for its actions, why doesn’t America have to, too? US soldiers raped women during their island-
hopping campaign in World War II”. As an American, I am embarrassed to admit I did not know about these specific
atrocities committed by the American military during the second world war. I know America is far from perfect, and I
know America has done many terrible things, but I always thought America was capable of admitting those atrocities. In
high school I learned about many awful things American did to its own people, whether it was the targeted, systematic
violence against Native Americans or the enslavement of African Americans. I had to look up both the fact that American
soldiers raped Japanese women and that the American government had not admitted or apologized for these heinous
actions. Ayumi was right. Japan and America should both apologize publicly for past wrongdoing.

The conversation, and my newfound understanding, did not stop there. Even if we could magically make the
governments of different nations apologize for past wrongdoing, the minds of those nations’ people will not also
magically change. The question of how to change those preconceptions was discussed at length, and though I did not
fully understand what I was being said, I appreciated the level of depth everyone was willing to go to attempt to solve a
complex problem. Everything from tax-funded language schools to community cultural events was discussed. I did my
best to voice my opinion, and even though it was expressed simply due to my level of Japanese understanding, everyone
made my opinion feel valid. Not only that, but one comment I made about the US officially apologizing for its actions
spurred a long back-and-forth conversation about various nations’ governments that I could not fully understand.

Ultimately, we did not come to a single conclusion about what can be done to ameliorate international relationships,
but the most important takeaway for me was the myriad of options available to both students and individual governments.
I still believe that of the best things individuals can do is continuously challenge their own beliefs by discussing them
with different people. After the two days of forum had concluded, I met with some older Japanese friends I had made
during my time studying at Waseda. I did not directly bring up the topic of the forum with them, but by talking to them
about Korean friends I had made, I learned that my Japanese friends had some biases towards Korean people. There was
no outright vitriol towards Korean people that I could tell, but they seemed suspicious of my friends simply on the basis
that they are Korean. This interaction showed me the importance of attending the forum because, though I knew about
the issues at the governmental level, there is plenty of work to do on the individual level.
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Ochanomizu University 8" International Forum Report
"Developing cross-cultural bonds”

1.International Exchanges

I was fortunate to have the pleasure of being a participant in the 8" international forum held for ten days at
Ochanomizu University in Tokyo, Japan. As I hold a great love not only for Japan, but for the region of East Asia in
general, I saw it as a great privilege to be invited to speak and participate in the discussion on the current geo-political
climate within East Asia, and to explore resolutions that could dissipate international tensions in the region; specifically
with regards to the big three of China, Japan, and Korea. As a New Zealander coming from outside the sphere of East
Asia and its affairs, I was hesitant as to how effective my input and perspective would be and how it would be received
in the forum. Nevertheless, as the representatives of New Zealand, my presentation partner and I decided to approach
the issue from a Multicultural perspective; the history of multiculturalism and New Zealand as well as its current day
examples, and how we can utilise these aspects and adapt them into an East Asian context in an attempt to minimise

cross-cultural tensions.

2.Language Use and Learning

As the forum was predominantly conducted in Japanese, it was certainly a challenge for my Japanese skill level,
but a welcome one. With regards to language support, I would have to say that English language support and translation
was quite minimal. As such, there were various moments during the forum in which communication between Western
participants and East Asian participants encountered difficulties and inabilities to effectively communicate. However, I
believe that in some ways this proved to be a positive aspect. As the theme of the forum was political, historical, and
cultural in nature, the language utilised in the forum was quite different from that which is commonly explored in
Japanese language classes, and certainly provided me with the motivation to push myself and tackle the linguistic
challenges that I was faced with.

3.Academic Learning

As New Zealanders not residing within the East Asian sphere, we were not acquainted with the intricate details of
the tensions and difficulties, however, I believe we were still able to bring a fresh and alternative perspective to the
forum which ultimately provided useful examples and insight regarding cross-cultural relations. Being born and raised
in a multicultural society, I was not aware of how many aspects regarding cross-cultural acceptance and coexistence
were ingrained into my viewpoint, in contrast to the general East Asian perspectives. This certainly opened my eyes to
the fortune I have in living in a multicultural country such as New Zealand, but it also reaffirmed my confidence that
the ideas we had brought to the table would definitely be able to prove useful within an East Asian context. I believe
that we achieved our goal in properly conveying our desired message and am thus very satisfied with our performance
at the forum.

4.The Forum Event

This forum was also an excellent opportunity to connect with the other participants on a personal level, which is
an integral aspect of cultivating understanding, building friendships, and resolving conflicts. As the forum was only
scheduled to run for ten days, I was at first apprehensive as to how well the groups of representatives from the various
international universities would be able to come together and was concerned that the short time would not facilitate
relationship building on any fundamental level, but remain in a state of cursory politeness. I was pleasantly surprised,
however, that everyone seemed to quickly mesh together and get along well, and that we very quickly were able to
form deep and meaningful friendships with one another.

5.East Asia and Living Together

If any meaningful change is to take place, it is essential to focus not only on the broader picture, but on the
individual level as well. Our ability to come together as a group, despite our various backgrounds and perspectives, was
facilitated further by participation in study tours organised to both provide opportunities for closer interaction with our
peers, and to increase our cultural, historical, and political understanding of Japan, in addition to each other’s
respective countries. [ am deeply thankful for the opportunity to participate in this forum and for the time I spent at
Ochanomizu University. The experience was invaluable: not only as an opportunity for growth in my political,
historical, and cultural understanding of Japan, as well as of the countries of the other participants, but as an
opportunity to create lifelong friendships. This forum was an incredible life experience which I will carry with me far
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into the future, and I wish all the best for its future continuation. I am excited for all of my fellow participants' future
successes and for the impact they will create in the world.
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8" International Student Forum

1. B8RRI E

Before participating in the forum, I was very excited to meet fellow Japanese learners from across the world, as well
as Japanese students who were interested in global issues. I was nervous, however I believed that as we all had a common
interest, we would be able to get along well, which turned out to be very true. While New Zealand is obviously a
multicultural society, I had never had an experience like this to learn and share ideas with people from such a variety of
countries. I was introduced to new ideas and perspectives as well as being given to share my own culture and perspective
with people who did not know much about New Zealand, and so I believe it was valuable for all of us to be able to talk
freely and openly about many topics.

EEA - 2E0AE

Speaking in Japanese with the fellow exchange students was very interesting as we had to communicate with each
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other in our second languages. It was an effective way of using our language skills in real-life scenarios. This also
illustrated the benefits of learning a second language, as we may not have been able to communicate otherwise if we had
not studied Japanese. Speaking Japanese with the Japanese students was also very useful as they were understanding and
helpful when I made mistakes or did not know how to express my ideas correctly. It was great practice and being able to
speak Japanese every day like that is hard to do in New Zealand, so it was a truly valuable opportunity.

The topics we discussed were complex, and sometimes it was quite a challenge trying to share ideas without knowing
the correct vocabulary. The topic is complex even in English and so sometimes it was a struggle to fully understand what
was being said. However, during the forum I was able to learn a variety of new and useful vocabulary that I may not have
been able to learn in class. I do wish my Japanese ability had been higher so that I could grasp more of the concepts that
were discussed, however I still managed to learn a lot from what I did understand.

The forum also made me even more interested in learning foreign languages as I was able to see the benefits of
being able to speak two or more languages, as you can connect and communicate with many more people. The forum has
definitely inspired me to continue working hard at my Japanese and consider looking at learning another language at
some point in the future as that will continue to create valuable opportunities.

3. ZEMZFEV

As mentioned before, I may not have picked up all the ideas that were discussed in the symposium, however I do
still feel like I took a lot away from the lectures and symposium. Specifically, learning about each of the participating
countries was very interesting and informative. Being able to see how each country looks at certain topics such as
immigration, education and foreign policy showed there are both positive and negative aspects to these topics and things
to be learned from each country. For example, the EU making second language learning compulsory was something I did
not know, but I easily understood the benefits of such a scheme. It would have to implemented differently outside of the
EU but I think many other countries could use the EU’s system to deepen multicultural understanding.

Learning about East Asian countries’ perceptions of each other was also surprising and interesting. I understood that
there were negative perceptions between China and Japan, and Japan and Korea etc., however I thought that was a
minority view. However, after the presentations and lectures in the symposium I learned that a much larger majority of
people in East Asia appear to have negative perceptions of people from other East Asian countries. This also does not
necessarily stem from personal interactions but rather from perpetuated stereotypes or things they hear from the media
or on the internet. This illustrated the influence of the media and the impact historical attitudes still have on modern
society. Also, the idea of an ‘East Asian’ identity did not seem to resonate with most of the students from Korea, Japan
and China, showing that people from these countries see themselves as separate from the other countries in East Asia
which does not encourage a connection and understanding between countries. This also illustrated one of the many
reasons it is currently difficult for East Asia to live peacefully,

AR ELTDIA—FLIZDNT

I think the most important idea, that came up a number of times was deepening understanding across nations. Seeing
specific examples from each of the participating countries showed that the more we stop seeing other countries as an
enemy or as different and start to see what we might have in common, it can provide a beginning towards peace. As all
the participants of the forum prove, most of us are willing to work together to find peace but economic and political
issues make it more difficult to find a solution. Holding events such as this forum can encourage peace and increase
understanding amongst this generation, not only in East Asia, but around the world. If we can begin a new generation
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without distrust and conflict between countries, we may begin to be able to live in peace soon.

The issue of comfort women (%l Z %) still seemed to an issue which both the Japanese and Korean students had
differing opinions on. As someone from New Zealand, I don’t think I can say much on this topic, however the fact that
both sides were willing to discuss ideas on how this very complex issue could be solved showed that there has been
progression from the past. However, this also shows that some historical issues are still causing tension between nations
and that all parties involved must come to some sort of agreement before the issue can be resolved. This is difficult to
achieve as people have many conflicting ideas, even within countries. This forum showed that being willing to talk and
attempt to find a resolution to such a complex issue is an important first step towards peace. This was also proven by the
presentation by the students of Warsaw University, whose Polish perspective truly illustrated the importance of focusing
on the future, rather than letting the past stop any progress that could be made. Of course we must acknowledge and not
forget what has happened in the past, but we should also use the past to strive towards a brighter future.

I think this forum demonstrated all the steps we can already begin to take to work towards peace and the ones we have
already achieved. I think it also highlighted some of the issues that will take more work to overcome and that must be
truly focused on before we can live in peace.

6.R7OT - HENEBICEEZTHILIZDONT

Being able to come together and share our own experiences and opinions in this forum is very important in deepening
understanding across nations. The things we have learned can be used by us in the near-future to make global change
from within our individual countries. From here, we can begin to share what we have learned from other countries and
see how their experiences can help encourage change in our own communities. This forum has allowed everybody who
participated to think more deeply about the impact we have on global peace and how it takes every one of us to achieve
it.

We must continue to have discussions and share ideas, even if it takes some time to agree on the solution. We need
to encourage students to be interested in making a change for their future, and realizing their individual contributions are
truly valuable. We cannot be put off finding a solution even when it seems nearly impossible, as if we work together
using our shared experiences, we can live in peace. I think it is very possible to achieve peace in East Asia, we just have
to stay committed to finding a solution and continue to hold events such as the Global Forum. Overall, I think this forum
has achieved a lot and put us in the right direction to solve conflict in East Asia and promote global peace.
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	9.編集後記1


