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A Review of the Researches on L2 Learners Acquisition of
Lexical Categorization

HONG Chunzi

Abstract

This study surveyed researches on L2 learners’ acquisition of lexical categorization to find whether the L1,
word class and the complexity of the L1 and L2 lexical categorization influence the acquisition of lexical
categorization in L2. The results showed that L1 influence the acquisition of lexical categorization in L2; nouns
are easier to acquire than verbs;the complexity of the L1 and L2 lexical categorization had no influence on the
L2 learners’ acquisition of nouns, while it influences the acquisition of verbs, when the lexical categorization
of L2 is more complex than the L1, so that the reconstruction of L2 lexical categorization becomes more
challenging. However, almost all of the studies experimented on L2 learners who are high proficiency learners
of L2, and most of the studies investigated the L2 learners of English. Based on the results above, further

research on L2 learners with different proficiency and L2 learners’ of other languages are proposed.
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