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The Development of Kanji Recognition in a Second Language:
The Case of Thai-speaking Japanese Learners

SASAKI Kaori

Abstract

The present study examines whether the second language (L2) visual word recognition strategies change
according to learners’ L2 proficiency. A semantic-decision task with 2 types of kanji characters (pseudo-
homophones and pseudo-homographs) was performed by Japanese learners whose first language (L1) is Thai.
The learners were divided into two groups according to their L2 proficiency. The results of two-way ANOVA
on the type of kanji and L2 proficiency revealed a significant main effect of L2 proficiency for reaction time
and error rate, respectively. As for the type of kanji, the main effect was seen only for the error rate. In other
words, the higher proficiency group’s reaction time was shorter, and the error rates were lower than for the
lower proficiency group. Moreover, there was no interaction between kanji type and L2 proficiency both for
reaction time and for error rate. The results suggest that, L2 word recognition becomes faster and more
accurate with higher proficiency. However, the information used by L2 learners did not change according to
their proficiency. Furthermore, even if their L1 uses phonetic characters, it is believed that the learners use

orthographic information for L2 kanji recognition.
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2. 1. BEFEENIEEIETE

HEEMELEFE &3, [ERENLEOERE F220 & LTCONGEICT 72 A L, LEREREZ BT 2 —
HoMEEFED Z & | (Bf 2006, p.166) Td b, HEELBEOBIIHMEIL S 15 RGO ITITHMEED ER 2 5
RS E TORGKRN & BSOSO G H SR, [RUSEE 2 Z L id, EREROGEEL s H <, FEEM
ENRTVILERTEZEZLNTWAS] (B 2010, p50) E\v9,
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HOBERERICT 7 ¥ AT 2DICHFHNV— PEBEHELV - D 200H 5 LIESNTWD, FiHV— b, #
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% 7z, Matsumoto (2013) TIIHGELZ FEEL 32 08k WHh#o HARESE T L hEREZ BEE L T2 0H0
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MR 22 LT L2HEH 70 ZOFEL RO L VW) TR RBRTLELTWS, ZOMZED T 7212
WHRRERDORRE DR DR L PR OFEBEZ T REDUHMA NS T V=P ENL 2L E2RTLDOTH %,
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WTIIIFZEIC & o THRERD R 2 50 L2BAED R 578 % % xf 4 L L 7zChikamatsu (2006) . Matsumoto (2013)
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Matsumoto (2013) 1ZHEv>, TEREBBBLGMO B O EET R 15, S HBED OB OWET RIS S 72 5 W45,
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MOT 4 =Ny 735 ZONG o7z TRXTOREIKT L72DHIZHARGEE AR E D729 DSPOT
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K T ZAT o 7o RREEEM S & H S OB 35O SOBKEH & 3ROV T 2 (HFiEofE :
BB S FHBENEMN) x 2 (L2EE - T, 1) 0 2ZROGHGI &21T 5 72 57 I2IZIBM
SPSS Statistics Ver. 192 &7z

4. #®R

4. 1. HRRET—4

74D T — 5 D9 B, SPOTDRFRT IMEITHMT 72 L2844, FALHE28%4. #5644 40 & k4 & L7z (31
ZM)o 720 UTFORMFICH TR 2 GEIEEYST 2T — 7 SR E T Il Sz BO 5 513,
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WO O 73HT21E, IEL < S NHH O AP S 7ze mBERIZONTR E %o 2Dix, RERIID
WTIE— ANFI911635E, BOSK R O 73T 1d — N F398.195E TdH %o

4.2. RIFOERESICET SHER
TP & FHBEDAIMIC BT 2 PIRE R EREREIRIDOLEBY TH S,

x3 BEHEFOEFEOFHRERS LUEERE

TEREBDLS T TR
L2238 #JE N M SD M SD
A 28 469 191 292 169
XA 28 298 176 141 116

BHRMMICEN L7 PR RICOWTETEO LM (2 1 RRBEMSM. SHEDSLME) < L2E#E (2 :
T AL O 2 BRGEGHT 24T o FoAE R R OB O FMESAETH ) IRR L KE 2o 72 (F(A54)
=46594, p<.001, Ml n*=.463)c ZD7zOIRHEPSM & FHBEPSMATI1E. REBEUSLMFOBETEDIZ ) A5
BRPRNZ EATRENTz, T, L2HREOEIRIAFETH Y., FREDRKE WV (F(1,54) =19.105, p<.001,
Rn?=261) ZEho, THEEL ML TIZEVEDE) PRERPFEIEL 2D D10 h ol K
A AR A SN Do (F(154) =157, p=.693, i n° =.003) .
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4.3. RIPREICET KR
TERERUDS T & SRS BT 2 Py OB & R AII R 4D LB ) TH S,

K4 BEHNOEFEOFHRICER (IUY) bLUEERE

TEREEDL T TR AT
L2#E N M SD M SD
DA 27 2589.36 1031.85 251145 903.99
EAE 28 2019.75 700.45 1805.67 623.65

FRMBNCHE N L7 P BUSRE IO W CHEEEEO M (2 @ RS S HE M &M x L2E#E (2 ¢
T BAL) 0 2 BRGHGHT 2 AT o 7o R SRR OB O TR ICHEEIADN Lo 72 (F(1,53) =1.785,
p=187, i n*=.033) L2HMEOFRRIIAETH Y. #ERLKE VW (FQO,53) =10717, p<05, fFn*=.163)
ZEMS, THREE EAIEEE TR EAREDIT ) EEICSUBK N E L e B 2 WD o720 BHAEMICIZAEE
HEBARSNE o7z (F(1,53) =388, p=.536, i n° =.007) .
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RQUIDWTITHRED ERRAA LN 720, BRER L35 &, HETFFHROMIII LY EHEICITH) T LA T
EHX9 Bz b, Fio, WTFHOMBIZL 2 FRRVBALN, REERABALN o722 00, 4
BHEFL2EHPEICHD ST, FHEMSEM0OHETHE L ) QBB MOETIEDIT ) PUESAIEMIC R S
ZEDWHS P07 TOREFEIE. Matsumoto (2013) & —FH T %,

RQIZOWTIFFHRED ERRBN T S720, AIES LD L, MHHEES R %D v b, BB, B
FREOFH O FRRIIA NIz, WL X BEMEMAE,. BREUGGOBELZ T R L2 o
726

RQ3IZDWTIE, BEFUSMA. HHEULMEO TN ORI E W TSR H R RS I H B R S
N7 COLEMOHFEMBICTHIRE TWb EE 2, HREDVPZOFMOEREFH LTS LK TE
% o AWFFETIL UGG & BREZR DT T, Z N ENL2E L L PR OO HAEH DA S Nl o 72728,
L2BHAEIC X o T L2HEFEEO NI FIH § 2 HHITE WD e W 2 LS S 222 % - 72, SEATAI%E (Chikamatsu
2006, Matsumoto 2013, BB 2002) THFEDO—HHA LN L o722 & 2ZIF T, AUIETIIL2EH L LI LFED
Hill 247 o 7225, L2BAED FAHE - THEELHICHHE T 2 5RO ZEA SN h o7z /20 ¥4 LT
FRELTTHL-OLIOEFETHRNY L ALN L HHREMREFH L2LH AT S e TFRIN T,
FHIEHICARAE L CEEah 2 I3 2 05, SN OB PR E T OB T 3T e E2 b5, £
D720, BREPSMEOWETIEL ) b FHEUSMOWETIE TSR AR 7 5 2 LTRSS NIz, HET5E
DEMIC X B OB DA BEEDAONL 572, MEROMPEE A D L, WEEM SO TR
FWSEMEOWTFE L) SIRERNE D o 7720, TRRBIERAEFHEORIIZ L) T L2 EYTD 5,

FATHIFE & 72 0 L2BEBEN LA LT O HEHEMOFH D L s o2 &, £ L CL2ET RO IR
BOWTLIPEE LTI MDD O TRBKAORHOTEMAIVRENIZZ LIZOWT, ZXO6NLERIZ2°5
%o —2ld, Akamatsu (2002) TRENZEY . FEEAZLIOLEFHRIZED ST, L2TIIL2OMBZAT) L v
IMEEMETH b0 RUFEETRREMEHDBALNR D 5727217 TR L, IRERDOHGITIZBWTOATIED 505 #)
HEBRBFZCIBVWTCORBELTTHHETHEONIICTERERZ FIH T 2 W R S iz, RBFZE T
Matsumoto (2013) O RFHEICEHEFINZOODB LR EPER L, TRTOMNLFHEEZRBE LT TH L HEF21T THIK
LTHEY., FEHERILIE XFRRORL BT, LITHio TOZZMB iR 2w E 2B L, &A)
O BRI RANEBE 2K 2 T ICRB 2 AT o 22D 5. F 7o, IHETE O HARSHB OWTOHE %
KIEE - FIH (1999) Tid, WMFHBEFEFOHEBITBRFI2 ) 2R IL ML I EIRENTVRE D
b, FETEOFHE L, FHORVERK» OWETOREBICEH L TB )., ETEOMMIC SRR R % F
MUWTEEESEZ 5D, 22HIE, AHONEEIZChikamatsu (2006). Matsumoto (2013) 12 H_2EE 4
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M, SO THEOSEZ T TR Y — 2B LS TV W) WRETH S, L2BEIZL 5
TLIEASZEAL T B W etk % 7RI L 7zChikamatsu (2006). Matsumoto (2013) 13 K% 1. 24EAEZR G L LzD
W25 Ly ARFZETlE 24EE L A EEDSTEICBIML TV 5, FBATHITE & ARRFSE DR G % DL B % 145 ik
FT5 2 EIFTE WA I F B E AL LRI TRk (R L LTRESNTVDE I V=T L,
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THEHAEIMEN T — T & UTHE LI REOLZEAEED, FTATHIZE TRBEN R TV — T & LTHES
N7zt g E L A%, HHr0IEZFNRUERZ > et b H 5,
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AREFFEIC L Y L2HEELIIIL2EAED EA - TR D, EfICR2 2 EAURENTz, F720 LUCE
BXF 2RO HARGESHHEOL2E TR OY; 6. L2ERED 125> T HIKA L 7225843 % by
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HAGEDOHETFHE R L LT, FERAVRBERZ ETHEOBRIIOZITONDS L) 23k, $72. —/R
TZHAP TV ETADOEEERT I E R EVEZLLNDLES S,

KR OMRFE L LTUTORPBETOND, 5. BEWICHOITHRE Lo lcT = BB b ol FEHED
R ORD O REEZ ALY, HCHEIZ L2 RAGEZ M PSBRINT L &, TR R L Lo 7R HED
LIV TET =IO UTIChoTLE o7 5T — 8 DA% S OBIZE R TEN M 2 d o 72
JERIC 25> TV B IREE D BETE RV, £ LT, SHEIIIEEMEHR L NRIEL LA FHADPERICH AR
MM 25 TR 2 DRIEAHTH 720, FAHLZH 2SO RLMEED LETH A ). 72, L2ERE,
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=, WO BEHLOBED S LRI ThN TS (Segalowitz & Segalowitz 19937 &), L2BEHJED 5.
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