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Imitative Vocal Expression as Musical Expression Between 2-Year-Old
and 3-Year-Old Children:

Focusing on Mutual Engagement

WATANABE Saeko™

Abstract

From the viewpoint of ‘second-person engagement’, this study investigates the vocal expressions of a 2-year-
old child and a 3-year-old child when playing together as musical expression.

In this case, it seemed that both the 2-year-old child and 3-year-old child laughed together, recognized their
intimate co-existence, and were actively able to sympathize mutually. As a result, imitation of vocal expression
and behavior between the children were frequently observed. However, their actions did not stop at mere
imitation, and the following such musical expressions were also observed:

1. Singing something resembling a shared phrase, in a common tempo
2. Singing in unison at the same pitch
In addition, two children viewed the observing author as co-existing, so it can be said that a special space

including the author was created between the three people.
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