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Other perception and play-group entry in a preschoolers class

Kiyomi Kuramochi (Faculty of Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, Nukui-kita, Koganei 184-8501) and Hisako
Shibasaka (School of Human Life and Environmental Science, Ochanomizu University, Otsuka, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-
8610)

Kindergarten children accumulate classmate information through their experience of spending time and doing
things together. In the course of preschool lives, a class changes from an aggregation of children to a peer group
with own history of interaction and involvement. In such a peer group, whether a child becomes a play-group
member is likely to depend not only on his/her social skills, but also on perception based on classmate information,
especially whether the other is seen as someone whom the child would like to play with. Relationship between such
perception and play-group entry was investigated in a kindergarten class for two years, from entrance as four-year
olds to graduation. At the beginning, the two were unrelated, but they became related in later periods. A child
was accepted into a play group without trouble when the group members thought he/she was someone they would
like to play with. These results supported the hypothesis that other perception based on classmate experience and
group history influenced the entry into classroom play groups.
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