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Radio Programmes for Children Produced by Japanese-Style Storytellers:

Scripts of the Tokyo Society for Radio Storytelling for Children, 1934-1939

Miwako NAKAMURA

Abstract

Japanese-style storytellers produced many programmes for children in the early days of radio. This
historical study aims to clarify how those programmes were created by the storytellers, focusing on the
activities of the Tokyo Society for Radio Storytelling for Children. The society was organised in 1931 by Isoji
Sekiya (1902—1984), a storyteller and a staff member of JOAK, Japan’s oldest public broadcasting radio station.
Through an investigation of some of the society’s materials and records of the JOAK programme schedule, the
following results were obtained. Firstly, the society’s story programmes were aired in the style of radio plays,
and their contents were classic masterpieces as well as stories of heroes and giants. Secondly, there were
initially thirty-three members in the society, with other members joining within the first few years. Some
leading members of the society became leaders of Nippon Shokokumin Bunka Kyokai, a Japanese propaganda
agency for children during the Asia—Pacific War (1941-1945). Finally, the following characteristics in the
dramatized scripts were identified:

(1) they recreated names and scenes to make children’s stories easily understood (especially in the case of
foreign classic masterpieces and the lives of heroes and giants);
(2) they reflected the intention to help children learn something; and

(3) they advocated loyalty to the emperor and one’s parents; nationalism; and having a honest nature.
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