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Concepts of Environment and Child in Environmental Education
in Early Childhood:

A Comparative Analysis of Japan and England

Yu KOROGI

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal Japanese concepts of environment and child in environmental
education in early childhood, making comparison with English. For this purpose, I analyzed laws and policies on
early childhood education and ESD, public guidelines and related documents in Japan and England, as a result, the
difference between the concepts of Japan and England was shown. In Japan, there is a way of thinking that the
environment is maintained by teachers and that “environment” means everything that children are involved in. It is
said about children that it is important for them to be subjectively involved in the environment and to learn the basics
of environmental conservation. On the other hand, in England, “environment” is used in distinction from people,
culture and society. In addition, children are recognized as participants in environmental conservation activities. By
learning from England, we can extend the significance of Japanese environmental education to ESD and evaluate

children from the perspective of sustainability which is social values rather than the teacher’s personal values.
Keywords: England, environmental education, concept of environment, concept of child
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