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How Does Toddler React When Their Peer Leaves from Their Play?

Focusing on what happens to the playing relationship

Airt OKANAMI

Abstract

This study reveals how 1-2-years-olds react when their peer leaves from the play that they were
involved together, and how that reaction changes their playing relationship. Ethnographic research was carried
out in a one-year-olds classroom in a children’s center. Ten 1-2-years-olds were observed once a week for three
months. Their peer-interaction in play was video recorded with iPad using an observation application. The
result was categorized, and two specific cases were examined with microscopic analysis. 31 out of 65 reactions
were interactions trying to bring the leaving child back to their play. 1-2-years-olds are found to use various
types of strategies more than children over 3 years old. The findings suggest that even 1-2-years-olds try to
sustain their play by attempting to continue the interaction with the others, looking for the right moment and
exercising ingenuity. The findings also suggest that the playing relationship continues more when the child tries

to harmonize the play context with the new context that the other child started.
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