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Invisible Deprivations of Intimate Partner Violence Victims: A Case Study in Single Mothers’
Shared Houses

Kinuyo Sugino

Summary

This study focuses on the intimate partner violence. Subjects of this study are victims who are
rebuilding their lives without using shelters (temporary protection). I considered that clarifying
the reasons why they did not use the official support system is an effective way to improve the
protection system for these victims. I adopted an action research method, that is, I lived with the
victims who moved into single mothers’ shared houses without any official support. I found that
mothers and children experienced deprivation because temporary protection system did not
meet their needs. And there are two common points that three victims experienced. First, they
took actions to consult with official agency, but they could not get sufficient support. Second, the
victims lack in the knowledge about intimate partner violence. I suggest that securing safe places
by adding shelters and supporting them are indispensable. Additionally, approaching victims who
ambiguously recognize themselves as victims is necessary.





