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THE DEVELOPMENT OF “DEFICIT-COMPLEMENT” SCHEMA IN A SEMANTIC
INTEGRATION OF NARRATIVE SEQUENCES IN AN ABSTRACT DRAWING STORY

Nobuko UcHIDA

The purpose of this study was to examine the role of “deficit-complement” schema
played in a semantic integration of narrative sequences and the development of the same
schema. Eighty-four 4.year-old and 5-year-old children were divided into three homo-
geneous groups, and assigned to one of three conditions: a non-restricted information
with an undetermined deficit, a restricted information, or a non-information. The
children were shown an abstract drawing story and were asked to describe each picture
and perform a free.recall of the story and comprehension tasks. The results showed
that the hypothesis, “the deficit information facilitating semantic integration of narrative
sequences” was supported. It also showed that for the 4 year-old, influenced by the
perceptual feature of each picture, in order to reconstruct interpretation the restricted
infomation was difficult to utilize, while the 5 year-old could utilize the information and

construct coherent interpretation. As a result, qualitative differences of cognitive basis

for story production between the two age groups were shown.

Key Words: development, “deficit-complement” schema, semantic integration of

narrative sequences, 4.year-old and 5.year-old, story production.
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