<Keynote Speech>
Establishing a global environment for all world citizens to live comfortably:
Consideration of environmental problems from a global perspective

Shin Moriyama

Ochanomizu University

I am happy to see all of you, and also honored to be here again at Vassar College, one
of the leading universities in the United States, for the 9th International Student Forum.

The relationship between the two universities

For a moment, I would
like to review the
relationship between the
two universities.

In 2004, Professor Qiu
and Professor Tsuchiya
visited my university, and
I came to Vassar College
the following year for the
first time.

We discussed an academic exchange, and our relationship began.

We finally concluded an agreement for exchange in 2006,

and a Japanese program for Vassar students started at our university.

In 2009, I also launched joint international remote classes via a video conference
system with Vassar students. It was not so easy for us to conduct because of the time
difference: we had to have a class early in the morning, and Vassar students had to
gather at night.

In 2012, the 1st International Student Forum was held at my university, where 2
Vassar students joined. The forum then continued to be held every year and Vassar
students always attended.

In 2012, we started a summer program every year and students gathered from partner
universities around the world. Vassar students also participated.

In 2014, the forum was held for the first time outside of Japan, at Vassar.

In 2018, the 2 universities were selected as those promoting COIL, which stands for

Collaborative Online International Learning, and our interactions became intensified.



The history of the International Student Forum

This forum that is now
beginning was born about
8 years ago, just a year
after the sad, unforgettable
accident, the Great East
Japan Earthquake that
occurred on March 11,

2011. The tragedy took the

lives of more than 20,000

people, and everyone in

Japan was distracted by grief every day and night.

However, support from all over the world encouraged us to stand up again. At the 1st
forum, which was held in 2012, just a year after the earthquake took place, students
from 8 countries around the world gathered at Ochanomizu University, including 2
students from your college. Participants from all over the world introduced to us various
support activities that were conducted in their countries for the reconstruction of Japan
after that great disaster, which moved us enormously. Vassar students, especially those
learning Japanese, voluntarily held charity concerts for Japanese restoration just after
the accident took place. 3 students sang a song titled "Kokoro no Koe," which means
"voice of the heart." They also produced and presented to us a video clip, where many
Vassar students were holding placards with words encouraging the sufferers in Japan. I
still have this video clip stored and sometimes listen to it, which always makes me feel
the deep, heartwarming relationship between the two universities.

The 1st forum gathered not only from the U.S. but also from Thailand, Germany,
Czech, and Poland, and people in their countries also held various charity events for
us.

Countries in East Asia, such as Korea and China, which usually have undesirable
relations with Japan
because of the history, also
extended special help to us
at that time, and students
from these countries
introduced various
supportive activities to us
that were held in their

countries.



We listened to their
presentations, sometimes
with tears in our eyes, and
got the power to live again
thanks to their
heartwarming support.

Because of this forum
being borne of such a
sorrowful disaster, it has
dealt with various
worldwide problems every
year.

The forum has also
discussed what we can do
as a younger generation in
the case of global accidents
occurring anywhere on this
planet, including natural
disasters, such as

earthquakes, tsunami and hurricanes, as well as human-made calamities, including

nuclear power problems, environmental issues, refugees and immigrants moving over

national borders, and how we overcome World War II and various conflicts between

nations.

Each time the participant students who gathered from abroad discussed these serious

issues sincerely, they began to work toward, overcoming differences in nationality,

language, values and beliefs in hopes of reaching the same goals for world peace.

They also considered what they should do or can do as young people and moved to

action as hard as they
could.

At the 8th forum, which
was held last year, even
though the topic we
discussed was how the East
Asian countries can live
together harmoniously,
overcoming their past

histories, we invited not



only students from the East Asian countries, such as China and Korea, but also from
outside of East Asia, such as the U.S., Poland, and New Zealand.

A Vassar student mentioned the importance of the attitude of shifting their attention
to world affairs with an international perspective, not with exclusive, nationalistic ones
such as "America First" hailed by the current president in the United States.

Students from Poland, a country that suffered from various kinds of difficulties, such
as losing their homeland during the 1st and the 2nd World Wars, in particular, insisted
that we adopt an attitude of looking to the future rather than clinging to the past.

New Zealander students introduced their multiculturalism to the East Asian students
and emphasized that they should live with others, accepting diversity and differences.
Hearing these presentations, students from East Asian countries, including the Japanese,
reflected on their narrow viewpoints, and made up their mind to have a broader,

transnational world view.

Foreign language education as education for intercultural citizenship

Although my specialty
is Japanese language
education as a second or
foreign language, I have
recently been focusing
mainly on one aspect:

education for
intercultural citizenship.

From this viewpoint,
students in my classes not
only learn a language and its culture but also embraces political topics, using the
language being learned. I even adopted various sensitive issues.

Using learning languages, students try to understand others' cultural or political
viewpoints. If they want to understand others deeply, they have to listen carefully; they
are also required to have competent listening skills. If they want others to make sense of
their own opinions, they have to speak accurately, with qualified conversation and
dialogue skills.

Furthermore, they also have to put aside their own ways of thinking that they take for
granted and make efforts to develop an understanding of the thinking that others take
for granted; it's generally challenging to become familiar with things others take for
granted. However, the more deeply they grow to understand what others are taking for
granted, the wider their perspective and identity will become. They could develop their
identity beyond the national and into the international.



Based on this theoretical framework, I am conducting this international student
forum, as well as various other international exchange events.
I would like to introduce some of them here.

The Japan-Korean International Student Seminar

For instance, every year
I have conducted an
international student
seminar with students
from one of my partner
universities in Korea,
since 2004.

In the beginning, the
workshop dealt only with
cultural topics:

- the differences between Korean and Japanese cultures,
- ways to understand each other's culture, how to overcome stereotypes, and so forth,

without dealing with sensitive, political topics.

Students from both sides became familiar with each other through the seminar to
some extent.

However, once any political conflict took place between the governments, their
friendship fostered during the seminar seemed powerless, and ruined before the battles.

There was a reason why we could not address the politically or historically sensitive
topics. That is because | am only a language educator and researcher, not an expert on
politics or history. Therefore, if any students would question the topics, I could not have
the confidence to answer their questions correctly.

In spite of this situation, I decided to adopt those sensitive issues from 2012 to foster
mutual understanding to overcome the conflict.

In the beginning, I was very concerned about any quarrel or dispute that might take
place between them.

However, they instead noticed where they had misunderstandings or engaged in
stereotypes, removed them, and ultimately deepened their mutual understanding.

In the seminar, we dealt with problems such as:

- territorial issues,

- the Japanese military comfort women in World War II,

- history education,



- anti-Japanese or anti-
Korean sentiments,
and

- forced workers during
the colonial period.

As aresult, on the
contrary, they actively
discussed these problems,
which have been taboo to
address in most Japanese language classes.
They deepened their friendships, even though they discussed such serious topics. |
gained confidence through these experiences and extended this method to other events.

Joint international remote classes
I have also been
conducting joint
international remote classes
every semester, using a
video conference system,
with students who learn
Japanese at partner
universities in Korea and
China. In these classes, 1
also adopted sensitive
topics, for instance, dialogue between Korea and Japan or China and Japan in 2015, the
70th anniversary after World War II ended. These were also among the most successful
classes I have ever conducted. Other topics included:
- developing a Japanese-Korean common history textbook by themselves to overcome
their past,
- the similarities and differences between national conflicts and individual conflicts,
- our proposals for Korean and Japanese people to live together harmoniously,
overcoming our history, and
- thinking about national conflicts from an individual identity development
perspective.



All these classes were very satisfying not only for me, but also for all participating
students, as they deepened their mutual understanding, and developed their

international, cosmopolitan identities.

Plurilingual and pluricultural education program
Since 2016, based on the
success of the International
Student Seminar, [ newly
started a plurilingual and
pluricultural education
program at another partner
university in Korea, where
our students teach Japanese
language and culture, as
well as learn the Korean
language and culture beforehand.
During the seminar, they also discuss sensitive issues that have existed between the 2
countries.
Last summer, we held the 4th program, despite the worst relationship between the
nations ever since the 2nd World War ended.
However, the program was more successful than ever. Students realized that even
though the political
relations between the
governments were not
pleasant, the relationship
between people from both
countries does not
necessarily have to be bad.
People can or have to
maintain a good
relationship even though
the political relations are not so good.

Michael Byram's proposal for European integration

The integration of foreign language education and political / democratic education
has also been proposed by Michael Byram, who has contributed to establishing the
language education policy in the Council of Europe. This is the policy of plurilingual
and pluricultural education for developing a European, international identity.



He insisted that one's
national identity formed
through national education,
including teaching national
language, culture, geography
and history, but in particular,
national language education
influences one's
development of national
identity.

In a similar vein, by learning a foreign language and culture, people learn the ideas
others take for granted, and this influences their identity. In other words, learning 2 or 3
languages helps people establish international and intercultural identities. This is
plurilingualism. Therefore, the EU adopted the 3-language policy in 1995 to create a
European identity, which integrates countries in Europe into the transnational European
Union.

I discovered his ideas in 2014, and his framework encouraged the educational
activities I am introducing to you today. Actually, I established my framework through
my various educational practices, but his ideas provided me with a theoretical
backbone. So, my practices in 2015, an important milestone for East Asia, the 70th
anniversary since the end of World War II, were much improved through his ideas.

Environmental issues from a global perspective
Following the proposal
from the Vassar side, this
9th forum is going to deal
with environmental
problems, which can only
be solved from an
international viewpoint.
All participants are
required to go beyond their
language differences, as
well as beliefs and nationality. If you possess an exclusive nationalism, you will not be
able to reach a common goal. I sincerely hope that all of you from the 2 countries will
successfully surmount these barriers and discuss ways to reach a satisfying goal that
both sides can accept.



I would like to interpret the term "environmental issues" in a broader sense, and we
want to discuss in this forum how we can build a global environment that is suitable for
all cosmopolitan citizens to live together. Therefore, we have to consider not only the
natural environment, which is essential for our comfortable life, and natural disasters,
which cause considerable damage and hardship, but also human-made hazards, such as
problems caused by worldwide movements of refugees and immigrants. I think it is
unavoidable in this globalized era; rather, we should not exclude accepting them. We
should also accept multiculturalism and sincerely discuss multicultural coexistence.

Forum as citizenship education

Audrey Osler, a famous
researcher and advocator
of the style of
cosmopolitan citizenship
education, proposed that
citizenship education is
best achieved if it is based
on 4 components:

(1)acquiring knowledge,
(2)reflecting on identity,
(3)living in a community, and (4)developing skills for participation. According to her:

First, students are required to acquire enough knowledge to see themselves as
citizens. This includes knowing about human rights, democracy, diversity, and
inclusion. The knowledge has to be based on reflection and experience.

Secondly, citizenship education encourages students not only to reflect on their own
identities, but also to explore and develop new identities, such as transnational and
cosmopolitan ones.

Thirdly, citizenship education must contribute to producing a society that ensures
inclusion and equality and encourages students to participate as active citizens.

Lastly, citizenship education requires the development of skills for democratic
participation. These skills include those related to political literacy, cultivating a
cosmopolitan world view, and skills for effecting change. It encourages not only
effective participation and active engagement with others, but also the development of
multiple identities.

I recognize this forum as a kind of transnational citizenship education; therefore, I
hope it will be equipped with these 4 features. Specifically, you are expected to achieve,
through the forum, 4 kinds of outcomes that will be mentioned now.



Firstly, whether or not
you will acquire various
knowledge about
environmental issues
through the presentations
and discussions, besides,
you are expected to deepen
your understanding of
democracy, human rights,
diversity, and social
inclusion, which are the basic knowledge of education for citizenship.

Secondly, you are expected to develop the attitudes of actively participating in global
issues, including environmental problems, as a citizen with a cosmopolitan worldview.
Thirdly, your identities will be transformed through the forum. In other words, in
addition to your current identity or identities, another transnational or cosmopolitan

identity will be developed.

Fourthly, through the presentations and discussions, you are expected to acquire not
only plurilinguistic and pluricultural skills, but also various skills for democratic
participation: specifically, political literacy, a cosmopolitan worldview, and skills or
motivation to effect a change in the world.

These are the outcomes this forum is expected to produce.

Our mission as people in higher education
In his book, "Higher
Education: A Critical
Business," Ronald Barnard
discusses the role of higher
education in our globalized
era. According to him, for
now, institutions of higher
education developed
students' criticality in
knowledge and have
contributed to the creation of knowledge.
However, in the globalized era, where various languages, cultures, and values coexist
with each other, the criticality in knowledge is not enough. It is also required that we
develop a criticality that targets ourselves, as well as the world so we can move into



reflection and create a desirable self, as well as move into action and create a desirable
society.

This means that by reconsidering our thinking that we take for granted, one can
accept the things others take for granted, and therefore, become more tolerant toward
diversity and coexistence and besides, by viewing the world critically, we can translate
this into action and create a more desirable world.

Higher education has this essential mission to develop these criticalities, and people
living there must take the lead in this mission. In other words, we are given the extra
time of 4 years to study how to achieve world peace and people's happiness.

I recognize that Vassar College leads the universities in the U.S., and Ochanomizu
University is the leading women's university in Japan.

I hope all of you from these leading higher education institutes rack your brains,
reflect on yourselves, aggressively pursue self-recreation and ways to recreate this
world.

There still exist many obstacles that prevent all of the cosmopolitan citizens from
living together harmoniously, and it can be difficult to know where to begin. However,
this cannot be a reason for not looking on with folded arms. We have to look for what
we can do as today's youth, and work on our own to establish a desirable world.

Later, when you will grow up and are reminded of this forum, I hope you will say,
"Some of those dreams we created back then have come true because of the efforts that
began at the conference.

During this forum, please study, have meaningful discussions, and enjoy as much as
possible to reach a desirable destination. I wish you many successes.
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