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The doctrine of original sin in Sickness unto Death

KOBAYASHI Minami

Abstract

In Sickness unto Death, Kierkegaard refers slightly the doctrine of original sin at 2 sections: “The Socratic
definition of sin” and “The sin of despairing of the forgiveness of sins (offence)”. Some researchers compare
account in latter and Concept of Anxiety, in which Kierkegaard argues interpretation of original sin about the
Fall of Adam, and insist that Kierkegaard’s treatment of original sin is same as a Pelagian interpretation and
emphasize on the single individual too strongly to deal adequately with sinful condition of the human race.
But Kierkegaard’s treatment of original sin in “The Socratic definition of sin” isn’t Pelagian but Augustinian.
Kierkegaard regards the sin as not only action of single individual but also imperative condition of humanity.
This is revealed in relationship original sin and the Christian definition of sin —” Sin lies in the will, not in the
knowing”™: and there is the deference of religion and ethics. The present investigation will inquire about the
doctrine of original sin in Sickness unto Death —especially at "The Socratic definition of sin” — to reveal

Christian understanding of sin differing from ethical one.
Keywords : Kierkegaard, Pelagius, humanity, individual, ethics
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