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Nagasaki’s banquet song (Ozashiki-uta) “Burabura-bushi” and

Saijo Yaso’s involvement in it in early Showa period :
with special respect to his newspaper article series “Travel through folk songs”

YASUHARA Michiko

Abstract

Burabura-bushi is a folk song that has been inherited as banquet song (“Ozashiki-uta”) in Nagasaki until
today. It was first mentioned in July, 1930, in Osaka Asahi Shinbun newspaper in an article series “Travel
through folk songs” by Saijo Yaso (which namely includes his documentary article “Burabura-bushi in
Nagasaki”). This newspaper covered the regions west of Osaka, which rendered the song enough known to a
prominent number of its readers in West-Japan. This event was followed by the issuing of two of the song’s
record discs in the following years: one in September, 1930, and the other in May, 1931, both performed by
Nagasaki’s Geishas. The recording companies were Nipponohon and Victor respectively, both of which were
the nationalwide companies in disc production industry. These facts contributed to the song’s coming out of
the closed ambience of banquet room to get diffused to a larger public by means of disc and radio medias and
to consequently get wider popularity among people in whole Japan.

This thesis has as its object to analyse which effect Saijo’s encounter with the song had on the historical

process of inheriting it by focusing on his above mentioned newspaper article.

Keywords : Burabura-bushi, Kenban, Saijo Yaso, Travel through folk songs,

record production in early Showa period
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