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Effects of Learning Motivations in Translanguaging Space:
A Case Study of Reading Practices by Chinese High School Students

GONNO Sachi

Abstract

This study aims to explore pedagogical aspects of translanguaging space, which is a psycholinguistic space
where multilingual students engage in translanguaging to gain knowledge, deepen their thoughts, and
practice the best expressions of their creativity. Translanguaging based on dynamic bilingualism allows
multilingual students to choose appropriate linguistic elements from their entire linguistic repertoire and
encourages mutual interaction during their learning activities. This study investigated and analyzed the
learning strategies and motivations of three Chinese high school students who had reading practices at
intermediate or higher levels of reading materials at a community school. The findings suggest that
multilingual students learn reading strategies through mutual interactions and acquire feelings of
accomplishment regarding learning. This study informs Japanese teachers - those who do not share
multilingual students’ first language - of translanguaging spaces with instructional implications to support

multilingual students in the classroom.

Keywords : translanguaging space, learning motivations, Chinese high school students, reading practices,
Modified Grounded Theory Approach
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