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“Family violence” and victims in Chinese academic literature
Based on the analyze of literature in CNKI

LI Runchu

Abstract

Through the view of social constructionism approach, this paper examines the academic literature on
domestic violence in China to address the following two main questions: At first ,to analyze the birth and
change of the concept of “Family Violence” in China. Secondly, to investigate the “collective
representations’ of “battered women” ,which is the central idea in the research by Loseke, and to verify if
the collective representations commonly used in the United States are also common in China. Through the
research, we come to the following conclusions:

1. Family violence is not the original concept of China, but a derivative of overseas social problem. As a
domestic social problem, family violence was not be concerned until around 1995.

2. Different from American claim makers that is influenced by individualistic values, Most of the "battered
women" in Chinese literature are described as ones who trapped by the social structure, in which, the
importance of personal self-reliance has been neglected. And those images also lead the concept of victim's

self-reliance or empowerment to be far from the central idea in DV support institutions.
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