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Linguistic expressions, gender, and sexuality in sexual minorities’

narratives:
Using the thematic analysis

XUE Xiaofan and AONO Atsuko

Abstract

This study focuses on the relationship among Japanese linguistic expressions, gender, and sexuality in
sexual minorities narrative. We conducted semi-structured interviews with five participants who have
various gender identities or sexual orientations, referred to as “sexuality”, in later text. In Xue & Aono (2018)’s
study, these transcriptions were analyzed with co-occurrence networks. Based on that result, we used
Transcriptions to examine directions of influences in the relationship in co-occurrence networks by the
thematic analysis. As the result, nine themes were abstracted, including “dispute with the family”, “resisting
or obeying gender norm”, and “minority stress”. In conclusion, resisting gender norm, participants use
linguistic expressions that are consistent with their own sexuality. One’s linguistic expressions reflect their
own sexuality and attitude with gender norm. Expressions about sexuality that contradict with gender norm

generates minority stress.
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