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Abstract 
 

 This article argues that the norm for grandparenting changed during the period between 1945 and 
1979—namely the period for constructing the “male breadwinner model.” By reviewing articles in newspapers, 
the shifting of the norm of childrearing by grandparents was examined. One of the main disciplines for modern 
grandparenting is the “noninterference norm,” which emphasizes boundary maintenance between grandparents 
and family households of their children. Continuing the norm of noninterference for about 30 years is verified, 
but the understanding of grandparenthood and the reason for noninterference have changed. In the first period, 
grandmothers were discouraged from interfering with the mother’s childrearing because of their troublesome 
nature as mothers-in-law, improper affection, or old-fashioned knowledge. Grandfathers were almost absent. 
From the 1960s, discourses shifted to the positive evaluation of grandparenthood, while grandparents were 
marginalized in the intergenerational relationship. Despite the differences in the role of grandparents during this 
period, they were always expected to fit themselves to the new generation and to keep out of the mother’s role. 
In future research, change due to the increasing women’s labor rate after the late 1970s should be examined. 
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