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Gender Roles and Relationships in Children’s Books: 

Focusing on a comparison between Norway and Japan 

 

Kozue MATSUDA 

 
Abstract 

 
 This study aims to clarify trends in Norwegian and Japanese picture books for children by comparing 

them for gender awareness and to obtain suggestions on gender equality initiatives. The study analyzes a list of 
10 picture books for children aged zero to 11 years from a gender perspective —each of these books was 
included by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) in its 2015 catalog.  
The main characters in the stories in both countries were boys or animals; few books contained traditional 

gender-linked modeling. The Norwegian picture books targeted older children by including stories in which 
characters of similar age conflicted with traditional gender norms, broke stereotypes, and sought to establish 
their identities. Japanese picture books, on the other hand, contained stories that were liked by all age groups. 
Many stories were cheerful and their plot revolved around solving of problems— without pronouncing gender 
norms, a quest for self-establishment, or a search for one’s unique identity. 
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