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Gender Roles and Relationships in Children’s Books:

Focusing on a comparison between Norway and Japan

Kozue MATSUDA

Abstract

This study aims to clarify trends in Norwegian and Japanese picture books for children by comparing
them for gender awareness and to obtain suggestions on gender equality initiatives. The study analyzes a list of
10 picture books for children aged zero to 11 years from a gender perspective —each of these books was
included by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) in its 2015 catalog.

The main characters in the stories in both countries were boys or animals; few books contained traditional
gender-linked modeling. The Norwegian picture books targeted older children by including stories in which
characters of similar age conflicted with traditional gender norms, broke stereotypes, and sought to establish
their identities. Japanese picture books, on the other hand, contained stories that were liked by all age groups.
Many stories were cheerful and their plot revolved around solving of problems— without pronouncing gender

norms, a quest for self-establishment, or a search for one’s unique identity.
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DY Z 454 L TV 5 (Crabb & Bielawski 1994: 69), & Z TAMIETIX, FE MY = ¥ —Eilx TEK
TOBICHEEL KFTRAICERL, /vy x—& AREOHEEA L HERIZ OV TRET 5,
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VENDH DL, ET . BRORARL V= =i OBD VIOV, HEE(1983)., JHEH(2003)., H1)11(2001).
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— DR Z RO 2 5 et EAADRADEINEE 0 2005V THHRESNTND, RIZ/ VT =2—D
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FICE DAL D2 A —Eil e OB OB EHOLNCLE ) ET5HDTH S,

ZZTAMEOHIIL, /vy c— ARIIZBIT ST ELMAITORADOKRAZBL, BARIZBITH2H
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T, B, B OREI(CRADR), FEOEEF 3 DN XD L7,
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badeland]
® H < OFE [Garmanns sommer] Stian Hole Stian Hole 2006
® F > RiZ7=F Z [Odd er et egg] Lisa Aisato Lisa Aisato 2010
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T T 5 (Rough), FENNH 5 (Leader), #MTHEFONEHET 5 (Playing or working outdoors)ZE, 20 TH H 2328 (F



MHZ TR BARICHLY = Z — ik N BRIZEE 32028

HILTW A,

#20Q [H~roOfE] X, NERIZ ERDERNC > THHENS—AR BT T, Ktz bh
T, HEEEIZENLRWEO 3N A, £ OBEMICH L TCENILEYVBZ 2 A M=V —Ths, BIRD
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b, ZOAL—=V—bF72, BOTOATULALA TIIUTTELRWI A TDOBOTTH 5D,
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PITWD, ZOBKOENADEDOTH, Ak LizHA RIA L OEDOFTOAT VAX AT OHEBIZIX
BTEFELRVR, HOXA TOBOT ORI E D DT TidZed, L LAFNHIZZB N TND,
ThROLLIMELBOFDOV 2 X —AT LA XA TITEIETUIEL RN, TOA M=V =X D20
PNFITIE NV T 2= ARETEVNVEHDLIZLE2HEMT LI LENTE S,
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20D [BY 29 &A) 1T, BEEATENTERWFEEOLO TR, BT TNnDZ LIzt <
20 RRPICEOHIZE LA DL, o b, TO%EHEERVBE L, HCEEEZT DL
ol fER, BORITEZ AND L9 RITHEOEVWE G H Y OFFICRHTEH L9100, FEOF
BROKFELEOLY BWEBRERITHLHIICKRDBEVI A= —TH5B, RO, T AT —HA KTZ
A NZBNT, BARDA =V —DHDOLDFDAT VAL A FE LTI, 5%FH(Passive). itV
(Frightened), 55\ \(Weak), %57 H 23ME LV (Gentle), X H A L LT D (Neat)72 & 20 HEABNZFETF T 5D,
ZOMERIE. 2OV AT LA LA FIEE > TV LD FRESOREIHAY . B T35 ETOMH
BEADNWEZA =T —ThHsd LEXHINDH, Maagere & Ostbye 1, ZORIZZVBDPNDLDTORE%
ST, [BIEAEN DR SN Z L2 THRVTTWEIT D 2 LItz S RvREL) & ek
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TRV ZEE 2NN EI2E Y Z< OFE O IEAEFTT- L5 U 5 (Maagero & Ostbye 2017: 185-187),
—J. BARDY 2 MZid, ZOFREANAOESMITZR, BAD U Z K 10 oo THE—&ZMER T AL D
FEIE. £4QO [RFAFEDIZLE] THD, ZHEIRFETH Y, EALADOELZ OB LD 55 % R
IFETH D, KDOFNENLOIRAN 10 O T 1S ZBITATWRWNE WD D, 2O HARDEEDF
BO—DOTHHEEZDI LB TES,

INETIE, VT z—KOPHAARDOY R MIBITLEANADFEREICER L TE, WIZ, UA R
FToNT- 10 MOREZMBIL., / VT = — RO HARDBEDFHEIZ OV THRETT 5,

5 JNUxz—LHAEADY R MNTHDE

51 Vo xz—0REY X FORARIZHED R
NI 2—=DY A MIEF BN 10 O E LTI, BLFO=2%2%F5Z L TE 2,
ORI, BEZHONR LR DEMEFE CFHOF &S DENADP NS, REE T 5 L2 R
TANIMRIINTND(/ VT 2 —DEAROR@D)Z & Th 5, Maagere & Ostbye (X, /LT = —(ZWN
T 2000 FELARRIC - & DfAD PR ZRRNWOREE] 2R T 2MHA N B 2o TE LMl 5, OF
D TRANTFEbTebE, ELE, RANCRDZE, LD L, M, BBk, BIWSCARETFED
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LMLy KiE, WEHBWARED FE Yy ZIZOoWTEZT D REHICE -T2 TR~ LEL
(Maagero & Ostbye 2012: 324) L f5fii 5, /v 7 = —DOEEX, ZOBAOHELZITTNDHEEZDH T
EMTED, T, /AU =2—TRIEINTBAD ) HE 200DOQ@D 5 fitix, WINnbiEL L<Ix5H
ROWR, HOOMNINT —~< Lo TEY, BiEE, ThE2ROVBAHIZLEZEHWULIEA NV —Th
Do

BOORBMELT, EAADX Y T I X —RA M=V =NV =2 U T —DEHEOAT LA X A 712 HS<L
BARITREN TRV ERET NS, LA, BHRNEAT LAEZ A TIZIFELT, SN0 RAT
FEA TICESSHFENORAERALLBOF0LDF 2 2B A M= —0DH 0N 3 fihEIZ (3 20
@@), ZHNIUE, EHIIRAT LA ZA FITITE D Z L7 HEOMNL ZRTIAARINEE SNAHANH 5
BEZBHIEMRTEDEAD,

B E LT, 1977 4E L 1975 ISR TI S iz 2 Mo BEE (R 20) LA X, WIRREEFEAS 2000 4E L4
BOHLOWEORRIINTND E NI BRETOND, Vo X —PENRENRTTEIIN TS EH
ZHND /N T =2 —TliE, U A NMIZETLNUTWEARIR, B FENEMRIIZ B ST 7= RE(2000
DD 2011 FA)CHIR EN TWIZAR LW, 72, R20[3 REDYFXFDOTL—E F— L TEBIDE]
IEHARTSH 1965 FFICHITSNTLR R L 78T —%2 T2 [ZOEOREDORLRLEA] (S VT =—
OEHFE: RMHHE . 1965)ICt ' R &EFF T, 2010 FITHITEINTBATH H, RiGEEFESEL, AV V)
IRTIE2L, REGEET—ZIC L LWBARZRET DL VI RICERT LI ENTE D,

5.2 AARDOEEYD R MORAICH D R

WIZHARD Y X N ORARIZRLDFHEE LTI, RO =GBz ohd,

B OREE LT, WEE. BHERRAR, BERRAR, RS ESER Y ¥ LV ORARDB BRI S 4, 10 fito
TUAZBMAL TWDEBETOND, WY ORWERELHIELIZEEB 2 6ND, £z, FlnElbT =
ENDIEAR, DOHRICET DiaRa 7 —VANBIELRZ Y, X, IFLA OFELEEDOQDIRARD i
RIS THNDEIARLE NI EMEZEE L, AT —L LTEFTOAELBALEEZLND,

BORME LT, BRI AT LA X A TR EI S EOBERIZE S A M= —DfARB D7
EWORMBETOND, AARDY X hDORADHATHENRIT 1960 FARUTFAT S lziaAns 8 fif, 1980 AR
231, 1990 FERS 1 &, /AT =2—D U A FOfRA & g U TR W S D32 W, BHEHY 78 A
TUHAZATIZESS EANARBIGT 2ALZHRESN TOWIERRTIEH 5 I2H 2000567, 10 fto
ARG IR AT LA X A FIZHSSIBARMF L A LN LW HIZEBR LIz, RAITREND LD
W2, £4Q® [V EBIZAL] ORETIH, RKIRXRITZBEMHETHLEVWI AT LAZA T2 LB
ZDHLDIN I D EEZLNDMN, Mo 9Nz W TiE, IR EARDOKN S, HEIX T72D5F]
L IRFEAT BEARENS T ELHY, Vo X —EHBIZEDY B2 WA =) —Thsb, LILA
NoH, EAALDSOBRGANDCHEZRITD L, K4Q [TE2EBLRAETASHRAL I, BEESAD
EHENTT &2l BRI Z T 58T i GRS R EAAD 125 E 6 ) ()
RNTASHERA) (DNZH LT, ETEEZLEOET D (725 FE LD (R)BZBDIND 7 E(p.
9), BADHFINIMEMIRAT VA XA TRV = X —EBnEB R NS, BREIEL, £40 [<HAED
E2B2AJIZBNT, EARDBOTO Y IR b ORBZEICHIT L2k, T b L ilESMEE
SN EL A =T —%, [ZEHLESILE=FIR] REH5 1L, 9 TELLWVWI L
MHAEENZXTT HEMARH D LR ~7=EE 2000), LrL—FH Tk, B2 Z5SbLnEEbhnb
ThHol-FETCLHEDLAMLFIC, BUETHLITARDY UM EZK T, BOICE > TEtEod HtFE L
RADAP—=V =L LT, P2 —E#OBENOATHEENCIOERZDZLHARETH D,

FEORME LT, BAROREZ, BOOFEOERICMEEWVERET L L NWolc X b— U —DART#R
ENT, A BBRIED LR, BLOARZHLIGEREINTWSERETOND, [FHELRALETA
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CTHRA] T<HeESH] [KRAEDE I BAA] TN EDRZ] L, V= F—LBbY DRy
Y6 E X EANANIZ L, FEBICBTK, WRA R, EIC LT E TRTHELIBAET S
EWVSIFHONEDIEARNB L, Ma—, K40 [E T EEOFE] 720728, FEEICE Z o 7 kFopE
EREICEBL L, S AR 7 E B RO EN R D o TERHRICHE N E S ) 2 LR RO TN D,

CDEIRIODFHKIZE Y  BARD 10 ftO&EEZ / NV Y = — L X R EETRERIINTNDE EEZD
ZEMTEDLIEAD,

5.3 /AU z—LBRORAEDHROER

AFETIZHARTEILE R EMHEROERE LT, MEOHKRFHEOBEBNSMRT IMLERNH DL, v 7
XABUREIE, VY = —EEREHT S 2 vy = —EHRBK 530 5 ANQ2020 F) &AL VT = —iE
TEPNIADIIREZ X Z 5721203 B K D2HREW EFHIERENTH D Lk D (v /X Ak R
BB 2013:250), EAR /LT = —FEOREEBEE L, /LY 2 —EOKRDOHRE @A RETS Z 12k,
AEZITEEORITHEDZ S 2 BIEIZE T, FEBICE o TRELEEZZ HDAREZHICHTZ &2 B
THIENTED, ZHICKLAARTIE, EICE2HBREW BRI < B b IRARER S TREZR
R0 Z< DONZZITFANLI, MASNDLIAREELLERD D, TOMFELE LT, AHIHELL, TAX
T ARABIICHBE LTV EWIEERH D EEZDND,

6 BHHIZ
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