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ABSTRACT

THE ACQUISITION PROCESS OF THE CONJUNCTION “DAKARA”:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE USE OF “DAKARA” IN
THE LOGICAL AND PRAGMATIC INFERENCE

Makiko Naka

The conjunction “dakara” is supposed to be used
in both the logical inference (eg. “It is hot in sum-
mer. Dakara it is not in summer, if it is not hot.”)
and the pragmatic inference (eg. “It is hot in sum-
mer. Dakara we wear light clothes in summer.”).
The purpose of this study was to see how these
functions of dakara (i. e. the logical function and the
pragmatic function) were acquired by children.

The subjects were 2nd, 4th, and 6th graders (in
Exp.1 and 2, 8th graders and undergraduates were
added).

Exp.1(examination)investigated the use of dakara
to see if the two functions were actually observed,
and if any other use of dakara was found, by mak-
ng the subjects complete sentences such as “It is

”

hot in summer. Dakara...”. Exp.2 (main experi-
ment) investigated to what extent the subjects had

acquired each function, by making them evaluate

the use of dakara in various sentences. Exp. 3 (sup-
plemental experiment) was to examine the stability
and reappearance of the developmental tendencies
found in Exp. 2, by testing the effect of a temporal

perturbation ——an instruction on how to use da-

kara given to the subjects.

The results showed 1. dakara was used in both
the logical and pragmatic inference, and in the
(pseudo-) analogical inference, 2.the logical function
was not fully acquired even by 6th graders, 3. the
pragmatic function was almost acquired by 2nd
graders, 4. the affirmative responses to the use of
dakara in a subjective inference (eg. “That dog is
small. Dakara it is adorable.”), and(pseudo-)analo-
gical inference (eg. “An apple is red. Dakara a ba-
nana is long.”) diminished as a function of age, 4.
these developmental tendencies reappeared and were

stable to a temporal perturbation.
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