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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF CHILDREN’S ACQUISITION OF PARTICLES

wa AND ga IN JAPANESE

Etsuko Hatano

The purpose of the present experiment was to exa-

mine children’s usage of the particles wa and ga
in Japanese sentences.

Subjects were eighty children from 3:0 to 7:5
years old.

Two kinds of sentences——complete and incom-
pletes entences were presented to all subjects by
taperecorder as audio stimuli with supplementary
visual (picture card) stimuli.

A complete sentence refered to a regular gram-
matical sentence, and an incomplete sentence lacking
of wa and ga in a sentence in spite of its ordinary
requirement in Japanese language.

Then, subjects were asked to repeat the complete
sentence after each representation of stimuli.

Representation stimuli were composed of 10 com-
plete sentences, 18 incomplete sentences, and 9 pic-
ture cards. .

The results of the present study suggest :

(1) that appearance of ga in children’s language
behavior was antecedent to that of we and cor-
rect usage of wa was possible only after presc-
hool age.

(2) that above 6 year—-old childen were capable
of using wa, when the task sentence contained
old information (Chafe, W. L., 1970), or descrip-
tion of a judgement or an idea in terms of per-

sonal feeling or emotion.

(3) that above 4 year-old childen were capable
of using ga, when the sentence contained new
information (Chafe, W.L.,, 1970), or description
of a situation or a pheromenon.
(4) that the level of acquisition of particles wa
and ga was summarized as follows :
level-1) Children could not understand the me-
aning of the sentence at all. They gave
no utterance, or gave irrelevant utter-
ances, or else uttered only one word by
picking it up from the given sentence.
level-2) Children could use only ga, when a
complete sentence was given as a task.
They could not use wa properly at all.
level-3) Children could use both ga and wa,
when the task was a complete sentence.
level-4) Children could use both ga and wa
correctly regardless of this kind of given
sentence——complete or incomplete.
that “{S(N or NP)} +wa+ (N or NP) +ga+

Pred.” pattern in Japanese sentence formation

(5)

was considered to be a natural pattern of utte-
rance not only in adults *but also in children’s
language behavior, and that children knew the
habitual usage of omitting (S+wa) part when
the sentence transmitted old information.
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